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PREFACE

In making this translation of the Kshitigarbha Bas#ittva Sutra from Chinese into English, |
do not at all set myself up as a scholar in thidipalar field.

However, with the great mass of the Buddhist carabhiterature as yet untranslated from
Chinese into any Western language, someone must fooward to make a start on the task.
If some recognised scholar will take this tranglatas a basis and improve upon it, | shall be
happy.

| wish to acknowledge with gratitude my indebtedrteghe late Venerable Sumangalo for
the considerable help he had given me in rende@hipese and English nomenclature into
Sanskrit and aiding with the English version in malifficult passages. The Venerable
Susiddhi has also been of great assistance in phgake English version. Again, Venerable
Sumangalo has been most helpful with numerous stigge for improving the English
version and has given long hours to the task aspwig the English.

There have been some curious circumstances in coaneavith the translation of this Sutra.
Perhaps, it is well to go back some five years, tight in 1959 when Madam Tan Gek Neo,
the caretaker of Poh Ern Si, the temple where ridwestation took place, saw a manifestation
of Tay Chong Phorsat (Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva)e Témple is dedicated to this
Bodhisattva, and no other image is enshrined withentemple. Madam Tan Gek Neo came



into the shrine hall one night, and was startleé® what appeared to be the Bodhisattva in
human flesh.

The vision was in triplicate, there being threeritieal figures. The vision lasted for but a few
moments, and then vanished into the thin air. Madamis not known as an imaginative
person, and this has been her sole experiencenatae unheard of in the five years she has
been in charge of the temple. According to her antahe vision was lifelike, and bore the
pilgrim's staff, which is always in Kshitigarbhalght hand.

On the l4th of November, 1959, the Venerable Suatarrg Penang, who was honorary
abbot of this temple, came to take up a two-mopéhi®d of residence.

With him was another American monk, the Venerab$ed8hi. Mr. Yap Kim Fatt and Mr.
Saw Hock Seng also took up residence at Poh EahtSe same time. All four were busily
engaged until late each evening at the task ofgmiag material for use in Buddhist Sunday
Schools.

On the evening of the 20th December, 1958, thesegntlemen completed their day's
labour at ten o'clock and immediately retired teitrbeds. After they had extinguished all
lights, they were amazed to catch sight of a dag4ight of electric blue in the locked shrine
hall. All four instantly stepped forward to the wows of the shrine hall, and endeavoured to
investigate for some rational explanation of thempdmenon. The light was of human shape
and size. Despite the transparent appearance ofigliee, it was very similar to the marble
figure of Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva on the shrinatfdrm. A staff was in the right hand. The
luminous figure moved about the shrine, and lagtegerhaps half an hour at full brilliance,
then gradually the light diminished, but had notirey vanished when the above-named
gentlemen finally went to sleep. A diligent in\gegtion was made to determine if reflections
from motor-car lights were responsible for the ptvenon. In as much as Poh Ern Siis on a
hilltop, the only possibility of headlight refleatis is from cars actually ascending the hill to
the monastery, and there was no such car. The sadiag hills showed only darkness. Yet
the strange manifestation in the shrine continued.

It was on the day following this vision, which Idhaot then heard about, that | travelled to
Poh Ern Si to begin the translation of this Sutfeom the beginning of the task, all went well
and help was offered from several quarters. Anyomgifficulties seemed to vanish. It is my
firm and entire belief that this work is under thlessing of Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva.
Another strange occurrence must be recorded. Orenoms occasions, both by day and by
night, chanting was heard in the shrine hall. This in the rhythm common to Mahayana
chanting, and in a low pitch. When investigatiorsw@ade of the main shrine, the chanting
seemed to come from the rear shrine and, on irgegstg the rear shrine, the chanting
appeared to come from the main shrine.

It was certain no human agency was responsiblé¢hisrphenomenon.

It is traditional that Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva hais main manifestations (transformations).
Sometimes, those transformations are referred ttKahitigarbha's helpers". On the night of
26 th December, 1959, the Venerable Sumangalorend¢nerable Susiddhi, prior to

retiring for the night, made a round of inspectmiithe temple premises. The shrine was
already locked for the night, and it was certaiattho one was inside. At about eleven
o'clock, they saw six luminous figures seated leetfoe main altar. These lights were not in
human form-but merely uniform areas of light, \a&&tiand of about the height of men seated
in the lotus posture of meditation. This phenomegramsisted for perhaps half an hour before
fading. Again, investigation revealed no possib&erial source of the strange lights of
bluish radiance. Be it remembered that Kshitigarl@walhisattva's colour is a jewel blue-of
the shade referred to in modern times as "elettiie".

Strange acoustical effects are to be noted at mgrand evening devotions when mantras
are chanted. There is very little reverberation willee devotions to Amitabha, Bhaisajyaguru
and others are chanted, but the Mantra to the paBodhisattva of the temple-Kshitigarbha,



even though intoned in the same rhythm and pitdhesther prayers, is the only one that
reverberates. It is difficult to avoid the feelitiat the sound waves rebound from the altar
and actually strike those present with a tangilgk, gentle, force. Until such time as a
rational explanation can be offered for these strawccurrences, in terms of our
tridimensional world, we shall have to believe iieenomena to be manifestations of Divine
Grace.

In conclusion, | wish to offer my profound gratiéuh my Buddhist friends who have
encouraged the translation of this Kshitigarbhar8uand for their pious generosity in
defraying the cost of issuing same for free distidn, with the understanding of their desire
to remain anonymous. Whatever merit may have addaely humble self, | devote to the
welfare of all sentient beings in all worlds.

May all be well and happy.
Pitt Chin Hui

Chapter One
Ubiquitous Supernatural Powers of the Exalted BadathTrayastrimsa Heaven

Thus | have heard: At one time the World-Honoured Gojourned at the Trayastrimsa, or
Tavatimsa Heaven, and was preaching on His motbheinalf. At that time, innumerable
Buddhas and Maha-Bodhisattvas from infinite workdeyns in the ten quarters of space
convened harmoniously, admiring the fully EnlighedrOne, Shakyamuni, for His
transcendental wisdom and Infinite powers in gugdenring beings to understand the
dissimilarity between the bases of happiness arrdwan the world. They all escorted their
attendants to offer homage to the Honoured One.

The Honoured One smiled and radiated multi-rads&aims of infinite compassion, supreme
wisdom, benevolence, etc., dispatching forth ip@ace sounds of the six paramitas; sounds of
infinite compassion; sounds of charity; soundsméecipation; sounds of bliss; sounds of
transcendental wisdom; emitting lion-roars; emgtgreat lion-roars; emitting thunderous
sounds; and a great number of other indescribabieds. Many beings from the ten quarters
of space in this world and additional worlds haskeasbled jointly at Trayastrimsa Heaven,
Tusita Heaven, Nirmanarati Heaven, Paranirmitawesi;n Heaven, Brahmaparisadya
Heaven, Brahmapurohitas Heaven, Mahabrahman Heamdrfrom numerous other
Heavens.

All Devas, spirits and dragons from the seas hadbtoed together, as also beings from
various worlds and this human world, such as spafithe sea, storms, rivers, trees, hills,
earth, spring, spirits of the fields, day, niglmirgs of the empty spaces, the skies, of drink
and food, spirits of the grass and woods, andalbther spirits.

Likewise, there came beings from different worldd $he human one--such beings as great
kings of pretas, asuras, succubus pretas, prettssgisickness, the pretas of poison, the
kings of the pretas of joy and prosperity, the kiof pretas of carnal love and prestige, and
many pretas and kings of pretas had gathered lyappiéther.

At that time, Shakyamuni Buddha told Manjusri, érof the Dharma; "Now you perceive
by mental vision all the Buddhas, Bodhisattvas adedragons, pretas and spirits from this
and other worlds from this country including otleands are assembled together in this
Trayastrimsa Heaven. Do you know the precise nurobtrem all?" Manjusri told the
Buddha, "O, World Honoured One, even though | revarmous powers developed through
innumerable kalpas, | am not well acquainted whnéxact number."

The Buddha told Manjusri, "Even though | beholdtigh the eyes of a Buddha, | too, am



unable to disclose to you the accurate number th@se deities. They are all those whom
Kshitigarbha has converted and capably guided tog, long ago.

Some are to be relieved and directed by him ifuhee." Manjusri told the Buddha, "O
Honoured of the World, | have long practised meidias deeds and long ago attained
unobstructed wisdom. Undeniably, | will trust yawords, but those who pursue the Arahat
path, the path of Heavens, the worship of dragamd,many beings who will be born in the
future, will be doubtful and reluctant to adopt wiau have strongly emphasized as the truth.
Devas, nagas, yakshas, gandharvas, asuras, kinmatagrags, and others of the eight classes
with humans to be born in the future will be filladth suspense and hesitant although you
have pronounced the truth most zealously. If youmel them to believe, they will instead
seek to spread evil of the Teaching. Thereupoarrestly anticipate that the Honoured of the
World will narrate to us the original vows of tt{shitigarbha Bodhisattva, as he commenced
his Bodhisattva career, and how he laboured to g)&th inconceivable success and
authority." The Buddha told Manjusri, "Suppose tatry blade of grass, wood, forest,
paddyfield, hill, stone, dustmote, every mateiahdj-though numerous as the sands of the
Ganges, and though each sand-grain is one worddeach dust-mote is one kalpa, and all
numbers are reversed into kalpa, that which hedbae to accomplish the Dasabhumi -- (ten
stages of the fifty two sections of developmenigrethough they are more than can be
manifested by words, they are surpassed by thesdddtkshitigarbha Bodhisattva in his
Arahat and Pratyoka Buddha stages.

"Manjusri, this Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, his voarsd his powers, are indeed inconceivable.
If beings, both males and females, to be bornerfakture, shall listen to and hail the name of
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, institute homage to Kghitbha by chanting his name,
communicating offerings to Kshitigarbha Bodhisatéwal draw or carve his image or make
likenesses of him, all these beings shall be bormhe hundred births into a special heaven,
this is the Indra Trayastrimsa Heaven (thirty threeumber), the second of the six Heavens
of formation, and shall never descend into theglenal states forever.”

"Manjusri, this Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva had belem $on of a respected elder of
unaccountable kalpas ago. At the time when he kesttald his first resolve, there was a
Buddha by the name of Lion-Power. The youth exachimgh awe the majestic appearance
of the Buddha and questioned what he had condastedBodhisattva and what vow he had
performed to accomplish such a divine appearanoe Buddha imparted to the youth, "If

you want to gain such an appearance, you must pittgoar utmost to relieve the sufferings
of all sorrowful beings and continue this pracfioea long, long time."” Then the Shakyamuni
Buddha told Manjusri that the Buddha Lion-Power badnselled the youth to decide on a
vow, as follows -- "I now determine to relieve thaferings of beings in the six realms of
suffering and sorrow, skilfully leading them to Gation through innumerable kalpas, before |
myself attain Buddhahood." By the youth disciplmsuch a strong vow before the Buddha
Lion-Power, thereupon, for unaccountable kalpas)dgeremained in the Bodhisattva stage.
Again, there was another Buddha, at a time incoatdy long ago, who was named Buddha
of Flower of Meditation and Enlightenment and whiovéved to a very great age of millions
of kalpas. There are three stages for dischargiggect to a Buddha:

a) To the Buddha incarnate, b) To his image am&l @gclaration of faith and respect.

At the second stage of offering respect to a Bugdthieae was a Brahman girl who had in past
ages practised great benevolence. Apart from bresgected and honoured by people, she
had also been bestowed with relief and protectiomfdevas ever since the beginning of her
career of charity. But her mother refused to resgiectruth of the Dharma and always uttered
evil against the Triple Gems.

Although the "Sacred Daughter," as she was cadiglojected herself to excessive persuasion
toward her mother to (get her to) embrace Rightadsténding, the mother was thickly
prejudiced against her daughter's counsel and goéda



When the mother died, she was reborn in the Avall BHell of unceasing sufferings), the

last of the eight hot Hells where punishment cargohwithout intermission. The Brahman

girl was fully aware that her mother did not acctwrdhe Doctrine of Cause and Effect and
committed many evils in her life; by such bad dedsrefore, she would surely sink into an
evil birth in the lower Hells of intense sufferingonscious of this Karma, the daughter parted
with all her property and belongings by the offgrof flowers and other forms of offering at
the temple or pagoda of the Buddha of Flower of ité¢idn and Enlightenment.

The image of the Buddha therein was magnificerdtyed and was to be admired in all
appearances. She insinuated deep respect to tighBwand sought reasoning solely by
herself, "This Buddha is fully enlightened and@divading in wisdom. If he were still
embodied in this world of manifestation, | wouldjuest of him where my mother has been
cast. | feel sure he would know the exact realmesfperson.” After such a thought. she knelt
before the Buddha's image and was in a most tedidpbsition for a considerable length of
time.

Suddenly, she contacted a voice from outer spaickessing her thus, "Sacred Girl, whimper
not so sorrowfully. I will impart to you where yoarother has gone."” The Brahman girl
clasped her hands in deep respect and repliee tedibe, "What divine being will relieve me
of my worries and apprehensions! Since my mothiegdh, | have been remembering her
from day and night in prayers but | fail to discowhere she is being reborn." Then the voice
responded to her filial love, "I am the Buddha whyoa are now leading your Faith to, and |
am aware of your devotion to your mother whichugedifferent from that of other children;
thereby, | am here to enlighten you about her.” ivine Brahman girl took heed of this, she
fell to the ground and again wept bitterly in amast endless state.

She feared that she would soon perish from the humaeald, and implored the Buddha to
avail her anxiety as to where her mother had bekarn. The Buddha replied, "Sacred Girl,
after your offering, return home early, be seatedrdand compose yourself in meditation,
then concentrate on my name quietly and you wahtbherish the idea of associating where
your mother is."

When the Brahman girl had finished paying homalge,véent home and did as she had been
instructed. After meditating for a day and nigiie suddenly found herself on a great shore.
She beheld many fierce iron-skinned animals hugaack and forth, up and down, East and
West in a boiling sea. She also saw thousands @dhdn®s of men and women emotionally
moving among the waves of the sea, attemptingdapesfrom the cruel monsters with iron
skins. Moreover, she attested Yaksas (demons ¢im, @arin the air, or in the lower planes
which are malignant, violent and carnivorous. Thaye many feet, eyes and heads and have
sword-like teeth). These Yaksas were driving ther poen and women to the cruel monsters,
and they themselves confronted the men and womgniyarmhe sight was so dreadful that
the girl dared not prolong her gaze although bypthwer of the Buddha, she was not struck
with any fear for herself. At that time, there a@&ta king of the sea-devils named "King No-
poison” (the poison caused by either actions, wardkthoughts) who revealed his hospitality
to her and entertained her saying, "Sacred Git,ar@ a good Bodhisattva, why do you
venture to come to such a place like this™ ThehBran girl then requested for the name of
the place. The poisonless Devil-king told the §his is Mahachakravala (the first great sea
in the West). The girl replied, "l was directedtttizere is a Hell in the interior of this great
circular iron enclosure. Is this true?" King No-gan replied, "Yes, this is true."” Then the girl
asked, "Why is it that | have come to a Hell?" KMg-poison interpreted that it was either
through the power of the Buddha or through her gamd Karmic power, as otherwise she
would never be able to have a visit to Mahachakeavidhe girl then queried why the water of
the great ocean was boiling, and with so many sgaed fierce animals within.

Then King No-poison answered, "Those sinners a@éw Deaths from the human world.
After having passed away for forty-nine days withdescendants to do good deeds to relieve



them from their sufferings, and as a result ofrthaving raised nothing for the benefit of
humanity during their life-time, but that of onlgrmmitting sins in one way or another, their
first punishment is to cross this Sea of Sufferimgich extends ten million miles eastwards.
There is another Sea, where sinners suffer doublesipments. East of this latter Sea In view
is yet another Sea of Suffering, where sinnerses@ktreme tortures."

"The above three Seas are called Seas of Suffefitgse who have committed sins through
actions, words and thoughts, are cast into theas ®ebe punished, as they should be, for
their evil deeds."”

The Sacred Girl asked King No-poison, "Where is'HEIng No-poison answered, "Within
the three Seas of Sufferings, there are thousdngxrieties of Hells. There are eighteen great
Hells and five hundred smaller ones where sinnave o undergo boundless punishment.
Also, there are thousands of others where lenienbgstowed on all those who have not
committed too serious offences during their lifedi"”

The Sacred Girl said to King No-poison, "My mothas passed away recently.

| am anxious to know where she has been sent to.

King No-poison questioned the Sacred Girl, "What yaur mother done during her life-time
?" The Sacred Girl replied, "My mother, during his-time, had envious views of the Triple-
Gems, and had spoken evil against them. Many g sheedid strive to embrace Faith in the
Exalted Buddha, but was insufficiently firm aboutShe expired only a few days ago, and |
have no idea where she is at the moment."” King dlegm asked, "What is your mother's
name"

The Sacred Girl responded, "Both my parents wealBans. The name of my father was
Sila Sen-sen and the name of my mother was YuetiTee

King No-poison answered the Sacred Girl with clasipends and said, "My Sacred Girl, pray
do not feel distressed and return home with a jdydart as your mother has ascended to
Heaven just three days ago. It was your earnesfilgaldlevotion of making offerings to the
Buddha of Flower of Meditation and Enlightenmergttipour mother was relieved. Not only
did your mother receive deliverance from Hell, allisinners of the Avici Hell also benefited
from it, for they ascended to Heaven on the samgé' éddter intimating to the Sacred Girl of
her mother's Salvation, the King of the Devilseated with clasped hands. With this
enlightening message about her mother, the SadretelGthat her earlier fears were
unfounded. She then knelt before the Buddha of &taf Meditation and Enlightenment and
expressed this strong vow, "I shall exercise my teeselieve people of their sufferings
forever in my future lives of kalpas to come.”

Shakyamuni Buddha then told Manjusri Bodhisattw the King of the Devils, No-poison,

is now the Bodhisattva of Wealth and that the ShGiel has been named Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva.

Chapter Two
The Assembly of the Transformations of KshitigariBwalhisattva

Just at that time, an unaccountable number offemations of the Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva
from Hells of numerous universes assembled at Btayasa Heaven under the ubiquitous
Supernatural Powers of the Exalted Buddha, anchanaountable number of others who,
being spared of their sufferings, also came tetrae place holding flowers and joss-sticks
in their hands to pay homage to the Honoured oi¥loeld. These beings had at one time
been suffering endlessly, from kalpas to kalpashéocean of birth and death.

Through the great compassion and strong vows ok#hétigarbha Bodhisattva, they were
converted by him and thus attained Buddhahood. BHessembled at the Trayastrimsa
Heaven, and conveyed their fullest respect and radiiom to the Honoured of the World by
gazing at Him attentively.



Shakyamuni Buddha extended His golden arms to biesgnaccountable transformations of
the Kshitigarbha and said, "You are truly to be omended for having successfully converted
so many human beings to real Salvation. In falegvie adapted myself to innumerable
transformations to lead all beings, either inteltigor ignorant, to righteousness and truth by
any means. Although | have tried my utmost to conye erring ones from this world of
sufferings, | could see that there might be onevorout of every ten who are still sinful. |
ask you to seek transformations of other Buddhastwert them in all possible ways and
means.

There are, without doubt, intelligent ones wholé&ay to be converted after my preaching
and attain Buddhahood by my persuasion to pragbse deeds, but unintelligent wrong-
doers can only be converted after a lengthy pesfqateaching. For the stubborn ones, it is
useless to expect any respect or faith from tharspite of all the obstacles, | had
endeavoured to convert these miserable creatucelead them to real Salvation by
performing different transformations. | performeansformation as males, females, devas,
spirits, devils, mountains, forests, streams, gypools or anything to bring benefit upon
human beings and to convert them all without argepiion Again, | transformed into Kings
or Emperors of Heavens, Brahmans or Rulers of @ents, followers of the Buddha, Kings
of countries, Prime-ministers, officials of higmka, Bhikkhus or Bhikkhunis, Upasakas,
Upasikas, Saravakas, Arahats, Pacceka Buddhasdbidadtvas to convert mankind. Not
only did I convert people in the form of the Buddhat you should recollect how strenuously
| have lived from kalpas to kalpas with unremittbog to convert even stubborn beings to
Salvation. Stubborn ones can still be found, artda§ are cast into Hell for punishment, you
should remember how | requested you to work edsntestift them to Buddhahood and
Enlightenment, till the next Buddha, by the nam#laitreya Buddha, will be born to this
world."

Just at that moment, the various transformatioric@Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva from
different universes were seen consolidated intofoma and, with tears in his eyes, he said to
the Buddha, "You have been kind enough to bestam upe supernatural power and
transcendental wisdom for kalpas and kalpas. Maynmymerable transformations of
different forms be successful in pervading variongerses to lead mankind to real
Salvation. Though human beings have not the skglméerest in reaping good deeds, | shall
strive to convert them gradually and bring greatdfié and happiness to all. Pray, do not be
disheartened over the evils of these beings, hall lsear the full responsibility to convert
them to the supreme state of Buddhahood."

Again, Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva requested the Hoadwf the World not to feel distressed
over the evils of human beings in the generatiorome by repeating his vow three times.
Shakymuni Buddha was thus highly delighted and, Mg blessings. | appreciate your
strong vows and may you be praised for your effartseal the human world, and that your
aim for Buddhahood after your firm resolution tongert them be achieved.”

Chapter Three
Observations of Retribution of Human Beings Resglfrom Previous Karmas

At that time, Queen Maha Maya, mother of the Budadis&ed Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva
respectfully with clasped hands, "My divine Onemaun beings in the Samsara world commit
different sins. What retribution do they receive tfeeir Karmas?"

Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva replied by saying, "Thare millions and millions of worlds. In
some of them, you will find Hells as we have in @amsara world.

In some of them, there are no Hells, like the SakigWestern Paradise). In some of them,
there are females whilst in others there are none.

In some, you will be able to hear the preachinthefBuddha, but in others people are not



privileged to listen to the Dharma In some, theee$aravakas, Arahats, Pacceka Buddhas,
etc. whilst in others, these do not exist. Consetiyesufferings in different Hells are
numerous and cannot be explained in detail." Qisma Maya asked once again, "l only
seek to know the types of suffering for beingshaf 8amsara world."

Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva answered, "My Sacred Motheill relate to you in brief. The
retribution of Karmas of human beings in the humanld are innumerable. Beings born
disobedient to their parents or associated in bagbware cast into the Avici Hell and will
continue to suffer from kalpas to kalpas with ncameof escape. People who do harm to the
Buddha by destroying His images and speak of tielGems disrespectfully or having no
respect for the Teaching of the Honoured One, wbaldast to the Avici Hell from kalpas to
kalpas with no means of escape.

Human beings who do harm to the sacred templesmioadultery with monks or nuns or

kill or harm others in sacred places, are casttimoAvici Hell for eternal suffering. Any
being, following the practices of a monk with nag@embrace of the Dharma, bullying others
or committing various kinds of sins, is cast irfte Avici Hell for similar punishment. Those
who are prone to steal things from temples suatash, rice, food, clothing or anything
would similarly be thrown into the Avici Hell foromtinuous sufferings."

Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva repeated to Queen MahaalMigdny of the above named groups of
sinners are punished perpetually.”

Queen Maha Maya asked Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva agae, "What is the meaning of

Avici Hell?"

Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva replied, "Sacred Mothieeré are different Hells within the
Mahachakravala. Besides the eighteen big Hellsethee some five hundred others to be
found with different names, and still another themus Hells.

Avici Hells means Hells reinforced with iron surraled by iron walls, eight millions miles
wide and one million miles high. These Hells angyftilled with burning flames and are
jointly linked up together with other Hells of déffent names.

Among them there is one Hell by the name of "Avidihe area of this Avici Hell is eight
thousand square miles. The whole of this Hell, wibh walls, is packed with burning flames.
Iron snakes and dogs with hot fire in this Hell from the East to the West. Also, there is an
iron bed and when one is cast there, he can seavnidody filling it. Therefore, all beings
are subjected to punishment according to their. §ihen, there are the Yaksas (Demons) with
eyes similar to that of electric bulbs and hand$heshape of steel claws to scratch the
sinners Yaksas pierce the sinners' bodies, thremtinto the air and the fall kills them. There
are also iron eagles which hook the eyes of sinagidiron snakes which curl round sinners'
necks. Long nails are pierced into the sinnerdd$intheir tongues are pulled out by iron
thongs, and their intestines are sawed up. Moklegl & poured into their mouths. Hot iron
wires are used to bind their bodies. Sinners saiteording to their evil actions by
encountering innumerable births and deaths fordsagmd kalpas without any hope of escape.
When this world comes to an end, sinners will bedferred to another world, and in the new
world they endure more punishment.

The punishments in the Avici Hell are as mentioabdve and those subjected to them
undergo the following five orders

1. Sinners to be punished throughout the day agtut for kalpas after kalpas without any
break. This answers to suffering without an entiroé.

2. To be spread over the "Bed of Punishment" informa or other with no limit of space.

3. Sufferings without limit as in the use of weapdor punishment, such as ironfork, iron-
sticks, iron-snakes, iron-eagles, iron-foxes, idogs, iron-saws, ironhammers, iron-pans,
iron-wires, iron-ropes, iron-asses, iron-horsempalls, melted-iron, as well as various kinds
of iron weapons.

4. Whether they be males for females, civilisedmrivilised, old or young, rich or poor,



devils or spirits, or even devas must suffer f@irthinforgivable sins committed, according to
their karmas without any difference.

5. To be cast into this Hell for kalpas and kalfmasuffer different kinds of punishment, day
and night endlessly, i.e. life without any breatkd avith no means of escape until their
retribution of Karma comes to an end.

Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva told Queen Maha Maya, §Tikibut a brief description of a visit to
Hell. To quote the names of Hells, the types ofighiment and instruments used will take a
period of one kalpa." After listening to Kshitigaidds discourse, Queen Maha Maya retreated
respectfully with clasped hands and was seen iat gearow.

Chapter Four
Evil Actions and Retributions of Human Beings o thamsara World

At that time, Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva told ShakysinBuddha, "Honoured of the World,
only through your transcendental powers, am | @idda to have transformations throughout
millions and millions of Universes to enlighten feuing beings to real Salvation. It must be
by your great compassion and supernatural powét #ra also able to have such
innumerable transformations. | solemnly promiséutfil your instruction to continue to
relieve beings from this state of suffering andetd them to Salvation. | shall strive to work
hard until the next Buddha, Maitreya Buddha, cotodkis world. Pray, do not despair."
Shakyamuni Buddha then told Kshitigarbha Bodhisatt¥he natural powers of perception
of all those who have not yet been liberated froen$amsara world are of an unsteady
nature. Sometimes they do good deeds, and somdtim@esommit sins. They receive their
Karma according to their deeds. They have to uraenghs and deaths, to be tested
continuously at different stages in the ocean @esngs from kalpas to kalpas. They will
always be in one of the following five states.

1. Human Beings

2. Animals

3. Sub-humans in Hells

4. Ghosts

5. Asuras

6. Gods

Like fish, they will be caught in nets. They mayds free for some time and be caught
again." | am tremendously worried over these beibgsas you are so resolute to fulfil the
strong vows which you have made kalpas ago to workmittingly to lead the erring beings
to Salvation, | therefore feel the relief now." tJasthat moment when Shakyamuni was
speaking to Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, there wasahd/Bodhisattva by the name of
Isvaradeva (King of the Devils) who spoke to thel&oa, "Honoured of the World, you have
been most generous to speak in favour of the Kgrltha Bodhisattva for the strong vows
made by him to perform kalpas after kalpas so extigally. Kindly relate to me in brief all
that is determined by Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva.”

The Buddha then told the King of the Devils, "Pkebsten carefully and attentively to what |
say---

1) "When he was a King of a small kingdom"

Innumerable kalpas ago, there was a Buddha byaime of Sarvajna Buddha, the
Accomplishment of Buddha Wisdom. This Buddha lieedery long life of six million

kalpas. Before he became a Buddha, he was a kiagwiall country. He was a great friend
of the King in his neighbourhood. Both Kings praet the ten Principles of Righteousness.
Unfortunately, the citizens of his neighbouring etry always committed sinful deeds.
Consequently, the two Kings consulted one anothdiscover ways and means of leading
their citizens to live a virtuous life. The firsing made a strong vow that he would do his



best to be enlightened as soon as he could, sbehaight enlighten his citizens to the path
of Salvation.

The second King vowed that he would never becoBedalha unless he could bring about
the moral progress of sinful citizens when they laddae able to achieve Enlightenment. The
King who vowed to become a Buddha is Sarvajna Badtle Accomplishment of Buddha
Wisdom. The other King who made a vow that he waelder accept Buddhahood unless he
could bring all erring beings to Enlightenment ishitigarbha Bodhisattva.

2) "When he was the daughter of a Brahman"

Again, innumerable kalpas ago, there was a Budgihthdoname of Pure Lotus Eyes. He lived
a long life of forty kalpas. During the semblandeh® period of the Buddha, there was an
Arahat who worked strenuously to convert beingpitmpagating the Noble Teachings of the
Buddha. There was a girl by the name of Kong Makghl with bright eyes. She made
offerings to the Arahat, who asked her what hehwias. The girl replied, "I did some good
work on the day of my mother's death in order tieve her out of her sufferings. I long to
know in what state my mother is at present.” Thahét pitied her and started to meditate. He
came to know that the mother of the girl had besst mto the Hell of great Sufferings. The
Arahat asked the girl what her mother did duringlifietime, so as to be cast into the Hell
and to receive such severe punishment. The giiecg@My mother used to be very fond of
eating tortoises, especially their eggs, and fished or cooked. She therefore killed
countless lives for food. Compassionate One, kitetlyne know how to relieve my mother."
Out of great compassion, the Arahat told the gidlant the name of the Buddha of Pure
Lotus Eyes earnestly and respectfully, and thashleld carve images of the above Buddha
so that both the mother and herself could benefmfit.

After being told by the Arahat, the girl disposdder precious belongings, and with the
money she had an image of the Exalted Buddha dasrpaid homage to it. Again, she
begged to know where her mother was. Suddenlynmig, she saw the Buddha in the midst
of a bright golden light as big as Mount Sumerling her thus, "Your mother will be born

to your family as a son of a servant, and will beedo speak as soon as she can feel cold and
hunger." Before long, the servant in her family géuth to a son. The newly-born child
spoke to the girl three days after his birth. Tesvly-born infant said to the girl who was
weeping bitterly, "Whatever evil deeds one has done will receive punishment without
exception. | am your mother! After my departuretrgou, | have been cast into a dreadful
Hell to suffer severe punishment. It was on accaoditithe good deeds offered by you that |
am now born as a son of your servant. But, owintfpécevil deeds which | committed during
my life, | can only live to the age of thirteendanill again be cast into the Hell. My child,
what ways and means can you find to relieve me fionsufferings?" Upon hearing this, the
girl was certain that the newly-born infant was hmather.

The girl then asked the newly-born child, "Since yeere my mother in your last life, you
ought to know what sins were committed by you,h&d you were cast into Hell." The child
answered, "I have committed two sins, both byrdgjllives and speaking evil as well as
scolding others. Without your help, by practisiripd deeds, | can never be relieved from my
sufferings.” The girl then asked the infant, "Whkisd of suffering were you subjected to in
Hell?" The mother replied, "The sufferings werensonerous that | can not fully relate them,
even if given a thousand years to do so." Uponihgalhis, the girl then wept bitterly again,
"May my mother be relieved from Hell forever aftetater, the child died at the age of
thirteen.

Meanwhile, the girl was seen calling, "Oh, Buddhéhe ten directions of Space, please be
compassionate and listen to me. If my mother carelieved from the three States of
Suffering or be born into an superior family, otlwiever be born a female again, | now make
a strong vow in front of the image of the BuddhdPafe Lotus Eyes-I shall continue to forge
ahead unremittingly to relieve all suffering beirigsn Hells, as well as in any state of



suffering from every Universe and lead them to &sdl/ation. | shall accept Buddhahood
only when | have completed the relief of all beifigen their sufferings.” After making such
a firm declaration, the Buddha of the Pure Lotus€tyen told the girl, "You are really a
filial daughter to make such a strong vow for tleadfit of your mother. May your mother be
born as a Brahmacarin, a young Brahman, afterdifan thirteen years. She will then live for
a hundred years. After that, she will be reborthaUniverse, where she will not suffer
anymore, and there she will enjoy life for kalpas &alpas, until she finally achieves
Buddhahood. Then, she will be able to convert agynthamans as the grains of sand in the
Ganges River." Shakyamuni Buddha told the King e¥il3, "The Arahat, who helped the

girl with bright eyes to relieve her mother, is Algamati Bodhisattva. The mother of the girl
with bright eyes is, at present, the Bodhisattv&miancipation. The girl with bright eyes is at
present the Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva.” KshitigarBloahisattva was noted for his
compassion and sympathy through kalpa after kajpadking innumerable vows to lead the
erring world to Salvation. If any male or femaletio¢ future, through ignorance, does not
practise good deeds, but commits sin through agtwords and thoughts, or ignores the law
of Cause and Effect, they will always suffer in ame of the States of Suffering.

But, after the chance of meeting a person with ensadvho persuades them to pay respect to
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, even if only for a sHertgth of time, they will certainly be
relieved from the States of Sufferings.

Anyone who relies on Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, pagsiage to him, or sincerely praises his
meritorious acts, makes offerings of scented fl@naerd robes, jewels and various foods and
beverages, will be reborn in the realms of celebppiness for innumerable kalpas. When
the effect of these meritorious deeds comes tadntbey will be reborn as kings of
countries for hundreds of kalpas. These rulersneitiember the links of causation in their
previous lives.

Then Shakyamuni Buddha told Isavaradevaraja "BectuesInfinite powers of Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva prove to be so great and the beneditselstows on beings are so inconceivably
boundless, that is why you Bodhisattvas must reneernis Sutra and endeavour to propagate
it far and wide.

"Isavaradevaraja then addressed Shakyamuni Butidbapured of the World, be not
apprehensive; we, millions and millions of Maha Bisdttvas, will surely carry out your
instructions and, by the grace of your Infinite gogy we shall propagate the Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva Sutra far and wide and bring happia@ssbenefit to the beings of the Samsara
world." After this promise Isavaradevaraja returtetiis seat with hands clasped in
adoration. The Maharaja Deva Kings of the four tprarrose reverently from their seats and
said to Shakyamuni Buddha, "Honoured of the Waildge Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva has
made such great vows kalpas and kalpas ago, whizene still unconverted beings and why
was it necessary for Kshitigarbha to renew his v&v&hakyamuni Buddha told the four
Deva Kings, "Very well, your question is very goéar the welfare of the four Deva Kings,
devas and beings of the Heavens or the worldhjsatime and for the future, | shall tell you
how Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva with great compassieleved erring beings of the Samsara
world from the ocean of birth and death, leadireptiio emancipation.” The four Deva Kings
replied, "We will listen most attentively to youiowds." Shakyamuni Buddha continued,
"Although Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva has convertethgrbeings through the kalpas, he is still
not satisfied. He has great pity for those who veamal sin, knowing that no matter how hard
they try, they will fall back into erring actiongan and again. They are like link-grass which
spread far and wide. Therefore, Kshitigarbha Baathia has renewed his vows again and
again. He has unceasingly tried to find upaya (@ks)isuitable for saving the sinful and
converting them to the Eternal Truth ."

Then Shakyamuni Buddha spoke again to the four Bé&wgs, saying, "If Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva encounters beings who commit sin dingil he helps them to realise that such



sins shorten their lives. If he encounters thiewas robbers, he will lead them to understand
that such evil actions will bring suffering and poty to those who commit them. When he
meets adulterers, he tells them that they willdi®orn as pigeons which are inseparable. He
tells those addicted to harsh language that théyowiborn into quarrelsome families. If
scandalmongers are met, then he warns them ofiinged of being born without tongues or
with horrible boils in their mouths. He assuressthavith hot temper that they may risk being
reborn with ugly faces and deformed bodies. Miselisnot be successful in gaining their
wishes, greedy beings will suffer hunger and thastl sickness of the throat. When he
encounters hunters, he warns them that they atariger of dying by violence. Those who
are guilty of disrespect for their parents will dhiewvarfare. Those who burn forests will die
mentally unbalanced. Those who are unkind to sképren will eventually receive the same
treatment. Those who catch living things in net & separated from their children and
families. Those who despise the Triple-gems willddgorn deaf, dumb and blind. Those who
have no respect for the Teachings of the Buddhalasgys reborn in the evil realms of
suffering. Those who steal from temples will bearebin Hells for kalpas and kalpas. Monks
and nuns guilty of sexual misconduct will be rebasranimals endlessly. Also the laity will
be included in this punishment if they are welkinsted in the precepts but violate them.
Those beings who harm people with boiling watee, ftutting or otherwise injuring them
will, in their next life, receive the same treatrhérhose who encourage others to break the
precepts shall be reborn as animals-- always snfférom hunger. Those who are guilty of
stupid extravagance will never get their wisheélfed. Those who are proud and look down
on others will have low births. Gossips and talarbes will be reborn without tongues or else
with one hundred tongues. Those who cling to wnaeg's will be reborn in uncivilised
places and endure suffering.”

"Erring beings who commit sins in actions, wordd #mughts are countless, that | can only
tell you some of them. Kshitigarbha Bodhisattvawadhat erring being are different from
one another and he accommodates himself to leattan them all, leading them to
conversion. Evil beings suffer in this lifetime fibreir evil deeds and upon death will be
reborn into the Hells for kalpas and kalpas betbey can emerge therefrom. It is the duty of
you Deva Kings of the Four Quarters to protect ysubjects and countries and lead them
away from the countless sins."

After hearing this discourse, the Deva Kings went departed sorrowfully, with clasped
hands, reverently.

Chapter Five
The Names of Different Kinds of Hells

At that time, Samantabhadra Maha Bodhisattva regddsshitigarbha Bodhisattva and said,
"My meritorious One, please be kind enough to eslatdevas, the dragons and all beings of
the Samsara world, in the present and the futheenames of different Hells and the kinds of
punishment for committing sins, so that beinghmfuture generation will realise the result
of evil deeds and therefore will avoid evil."

Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva replied, "My compassior@ate, under the supernatural powers of
the Buddha and your kind support, | now give yaaithmes of Hells and the kinds of
punishment for sinners in brief-

1. The Great Avici Hell At the East of the Mahactsalala mountain which is extremely cold,
for there is neither light of the sun nor the matere is a great Hell by the name of Great
Avici. Punishments in this Hell comprise of paiagrh, birth and death. Such punishments
continue without intermission.

2. Hell of Interminable Punishment Where the wailand screaming of sinners are heard
because of pain.



3. Hell of Four Corners Where hot and burning ivealls surround this Hell and with flames
of fire falling on the sinners, like heavy rain-geo After the sinners are burnt to death, they
are reborn for further sufferings.

4. Hell of Flying Knives This Hell is surrounded byuntains made of Knives. In the air,
there are millions and millions of sharp walls witlrved Knives which will fall on the
sinners.

When the Knives fall on the sinners' bodies, tha@idowill be slashed to pieces.

5. Hell of Burning Arrows Where millions of Burnir&rrows pierce through the sinners’
hearts and bodies.

6. Hell of Crushing Mountains Where sinners willdsashed to pieces between two
Mountains.

7. Hell of Knife-like Spears Where sinners' bodié be pierced through by these Spears.
8. Hell of Iron-Trains Where sinners' bodies araéd and run over by the burning iron-
wheels of these Trains.

9. Hell of Burning Iron-Beds Where sinners bodies@laced on these Beds to be burnt to
death.

10. Hell of Iron-Cows or Oxen Where sinners areqad or stepped over by the horns or
hoofs of these Cows or Oxen.

11. Hell of Burning Iron-Clothing Where sinners armapped up by these burning Iron-
Clothing.

12. Hell of Thousands of Burning Iron-swords Wheirehers are forced to lie on them which
pierce through their bodies. Knives are also s@mgffrom the air, hitting the sinners' bodies
and cutting them to pieces.

13. Hell of Burning Iron-Asses Where sinners aredd to ride on them.

14. Hell of Molten Brass Where sinners have MobBeass poured into their mouths.

15. Hell of Brass Pillars Where sinners are formedmbrace the burning Brass Pillars.

16 Hell of Burning Flames Where sinners bodiesbarat by the Flames falling on them like
rain-drops without any chance for them to escape.

17. Hell of Tongue-Plough Where sinners' tonguesuged as Ploughs to plough the land.
18. Hell of Iron-Saws

19. Where the heads of sinners are sawed.

19. Hell of Burning Iron Ground Where sinners aneéd to walk on it with bare feet.

20. Hell of Iron Eagles Where sinners' eyes aré&gubby Iron-Eagles.

21. Hell of Burning Iron-Balls Where sinners areckd to swallow the Balls.

22. Hell of Quarrels Where sinners are burnt witimiclaws, and are always seen in a fight
with one another.

23. Hell of Iron-Hammers Where sinners are smas$lyatie Iron-Hammers.

24. Hell of Great Anger Where sinners are madégta figainst one another angrily.
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva said again, "My compasaierOne, inside the Mahachakravala,
there are innumerable such Hells of Punishmentirigiaere are-

25. Hell of Wailing Where sinners are thrown inte turning tanks with molten iron and
they wail on account of severe pain.

26. Hell of Plucking Tongues Where sinners' tongaresplucked by Iron-Hooks.

27. Hell of Urine and Manure Where sinners areatriinto the pit of Urine and Manure.

28. Hell of Brass Locks Where sinners are lockesiregy the Iron-Mountain and made to run.
29. Hell of Fire Elephants Where sinners are chagdalurning Elephants.

30. Hell of Fire Dogs Where sinners are bittentmn.

31.Hell of Fire Horses and Fire Cows Where sinaeeschased or stepped on by the burning
animals.

32.Hell of Fire Mountains Where sinners are forteedialk between them and be crushed
into ashes.



33.Hell of Fire Rocks Where sinners are forceddmh the Iron Burning-Rocks and with
such Rocks pressed against them.

34. Hell of Fire Beds Where sinners are forceda@h them.

35. Hell of Fire beams Where sinners are hangetiem.

36. Hell of Fire Eagles Where sinners are attadkethem.

37. Hell of Fire Saws Where sinners' bodies antthtaee sawed.

And again There is a Hell where sinners' skinssaipped.

There is a Hell where the blood of sinners is sdcke

There is a Hell where the feet and hands of sinmerdurnt.

There is a Hell of iron-trees with sharp thorns meh&nners are dragged against the burning
thorns.

There are Hells of burning iron-houses, as henmessare to be locked within them and then
burnt to ashes.

There is a Hell of iron-wolves, which either ruteafor stamp on sinners' bodies, and even
bite them to pieces.

Inside such Hells there are various kinds of simadls, either one, two, three, four or even up
to hundreds and thousands of smaller Hells witfeddht names."

Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva then told SamantabhadraaMgodhisattva and said' "My
meritorious One' the above Hells are formed purydsepunish all beings who are of the bad
habits to commit sins either through their actiomsrds and thoughts. The power of Cause
and Effect is so great and inevitable, it can bemgared to being as big as the Mount Sumeru
and as deep as the great ocean. Evil sins arectéssiaeventing us from practising
meritorious deeds to aim for Buddhahood. That ig alhbeings should be cautious not to
commit even the smallest sin. Never think that alssin will not get any punishment in
return.

After one is dead, he or she will be cast intoHiedl to be punished even for the smallest evil
deed done. Close relatives, as that of a fathehanchildren, may find themselves cast into
different Hells. When they meet at the same HeMlydver, they are not permitted, as well as
reluctant, to suffer on behalf of their beloved @y the supernatural power of our
Honoured One, the Shakyamuni Buddha, | am now i@&iéiting to you the punishment of
different Hells in brief. | hope you will be kinacheugh to listen to me.

Then Samantabhadra Maha Bodhisattva replied, V& ltame to know about the punishment
of evil deeds through actions, words and thougirig bgo. | earnestly hope that my
compassionate One will kindly speak about the la®@awuse and Effect so that every being of
the future generation will learn the lesson fronn yo abstain from doing bad deeds, but to
practise meritorious ones by aiming to attain Buaddiod." Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva said
again, "My compassionate One, the punishments lis ldee as real as such. There are Hells
where the tongues of sinners are used as plougksnie of the Hells, the hearts of sinners
are pulled out and eaten by Yaksas. In some Hb#ssinners have to be put into boiling
tanks and be boiled to death. In some of the Hglisiers are forced to embrace burning brass
pillars.

In some of the Hells, sinners are circulated bymg flame." Inside some of the Hells, it is
extremely cold, where sinners are frozen to ddateome of the Hells, sinners have to float
among the dirt of urine and manure. In some oHhbks, there are flying iron weapons,
which crush the sinners' bodies.

In some of the Hells, there are burning spearschvpierce through the suffering sinners. In
some of the Hells, the hands and feet of sinnersreade to hold or walk on burning irons. In
some of the Hells, the bodies of sinners are cuatednd by iron snakes. In some of the
Hells, sinners are chased by iron dogs. In somkeoHells, sinners are forced to ride on iron
asses.

People who have committed sins by killing, thedlléery, lying, slandering, abusing,



gossiping, craving and anger have to be cast h@@bove Hells for punishment without any
chance of escape.

My compassionate One. The weapons of punishmeheimarious Hells are innumerable in
kinds, either made of brass, iron, stone, or fitee stubbornness of all beings is as strong as
brass, iron and stone, which are difficult to breBtke power of Cause and Effect on sinners
is as dangerous as fire, which will spread rapafigl burn things to ashes. If | am to speak
about the sufferings of Hells in detail, there law@dreds and thousands of various kinds of
suffering in each Hell.

Evidently, there will be more sufferings in morelldeUnder the supernatural power of our
Honoured One, the Shakyamuni Buddha, and at yaowr ddquest, | am now only relating the
sufferings in Hells very briefly. If | am to speakout the sufferings and punishments in Hells
in detail, | cannot fully express them, even thitokglpas and kalpas.

Chapter Six
Shakyamuni Buddha Praising Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva

Shakyamuni Buddha radiated great brilliant lighaliche Buddha-Worlds, as many as the
grains of sand on the shores of the Ganges Rivesdrt His great voice to all the Maha
Bodhisattvas, devas, dragon-kings, spirits and mupengs, as well as the other sentient
beings in the Buddha-Worlds.

"Listen to me today. | am praising the Kshitigariwdhisattva on how he converted, and
will continue to convert, all erring beings in tte: quarters of space by incalculable Infinite
powers and Infinite love and compassion. | hopewluendeavour in your utmost to protect
and propagate the Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva Sutrasdo lead all beings to attain
Enlightenment after | enter Nirvana." After ShakyamBuddha had spoken, Universal
Bodhisattva spoke to the Shakyamuni Buddha witbped hands, respectfully, "I have just
heard your Honoured Self praising the KshitigarBbdhisattva for his incalculable Infinite
powers in relieving sentient beings, and hopeybat the Honoured of the World, will tell us
in more detail the ways and means by which Kshitiga Bodhisattva brings happiness and
benefit to sentient beings, so that the future geimas may understand and practice the
Teachings." At that time, Shakyamuni Buddha tokl thiversal Bodhisattva, and all those
who were present, "Please listen to me carefuljlitell you all briefly how Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva converted sentient beings, and brotngimh happiness and good merit."
Universal Bodhisattva replied, "Please speak, Hozwbof the World, and we shall all listen
to you carefully.” Shakyamuni Buddha told the Umsa Bodhisattva, "If both males and
females in the future will chant the name of Kgjatbha Bodhisattva with clasped hands,
praising him, paying homage to him, or admiring haththose people will be exonerated
from the sins that they have committed even ttkelpas ago.

Universal Bodhisattva, if both males and femalesvdihe image of Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva
with colours, or make images of him in earth, sfam@od, gold, silver, brass or iron, and pay
homage to him only once, or look at the image sflikeness only once, all of these sentient
beings will be reborn in the thirty-three Heavemsd hundred births, and will never pass into
the evil realms forever.

When their happiness in the Heavens comes to artleyshall be reborn in the human
world as kings of countries. If females do not wistbe reborn as females, they must do their
very best to make offerings to the images of Kghitbha Bodhisattva in any likeness
continuously without any retreat. If they alwaysitoue to make offerings with scented
flowers, drinks, food, clothing, embroidered s@pthoney, jewels, etc., such women will
never be reborn as females for thousands of kalipasthis life. If they desire through
compassion to be reborn as females again in ood=artvert sentient beings, they may do so.
[if they do not wish to be reborn as females, ttheough the Infinite powers of Kshitigarbha



Bodhisattva, for millions of kalpas, they will nlo¢ reborn as females.] Again, Universal
Bodhisattva, if there are females who are born wgly faces or ill health they may simply
pay homage to Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva by lookihgisimage for a short time with full
respect, and such females will be reborn with badaces for millions of kalpas in the
future. If such ugly females do wish to be rebasrieanales again through their merit of
paying homage to Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva earngtty will receive the happiness of
being reborn as queens of countries or daughterslaés for millions of rebirths and they

will have beautiful appearances.

Again, Universal Bodhisattva, if there are maled tamales who play music or chant mantra
in praise of Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva or offerirgsted flowers to him themselves, or if they
encourage one or more persons to follow them bygitiie same thing, then all of these
beings will have thousands of spirits and devasegting them day and night in the present
life and in the lives to come. They will see nolenor encounter any evil or even hear any
evil at all forever."

Shakyamuni Buddha said to Universal BodhisattvanagH there are wicked sentient beings
jeering and laughing at people and those who mékemys, praising, paying homage to the
image of Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, saying that thvl/get no benefit or merit out of this, or
by turning their faces away from them or tryingettccourage one person or more persons to
stop doing such good acts or deeds or by evergéedimught against these people paying
tribute to Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, then they Wi born into the Avici Hell for kalpas and
kalpas and receive heavy punishment even after lBadghas enter Nirvana.

After their punishment, they will be reborn as pestor thousands of kalpas After that, they
will be born as animals for kalpas and kalpas. Tinay be reborn as human beings after that,
but will suffer great poverty, low births and bendacapped in one way or the other. Their
previous karma will cast them into the evil realmgsin very soon."

Shakyamuni Buddha again addressed Universal BdtirasdTo ridicule others for paying
respect and making offerings to Kshitigarbha Bodlttna will receive such heavy punishment
that it will be more dangerous by far than to has@neous view on the transformations of
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva and to destroy his imagesbelittle his Teachings."

Shakyamuni Buddha continued, "If there are those are long in the beds of suffering,
whose illnesses are very great, continuing for y@ad years, having bad dreams, dreams of
fierce devils, seeing their dead relatives in thdrgams or dreaming of travelling in
dangerous paths, or with devils, and, perchangesheut aloud in those disturbing dreams,
all those sufferings are the result of evil deenisedbefore in their last lives and their
retribution is as yet undecided in its severityeikvhough the ill persons are sick unto death
but cannot die, the karmic reason therefore natgeisible to the human eye, if someone
will chant loudly the Kshitigarbha Sutra before mea of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas and
will take the cherished belongings of the ill pergewels, raiment or other properties, saying,
"On behalf of the sick person we are making théfFings and paying homage." If they
venerate Buddha images, or make likenesses of Bagdaiid Bodhisattvas, or shall construct
pagodas or temples, or endow oil lamps, or if tiegll bestow charity on temples, repeating
the verbal part of the offering in front of thelsjgerson and within his hearing distance for
three times, even though the sick person has alieassed away, such information as
mentioned above should be continuous for sevenIdagy. The Kshitigarbha Sutra should
also be chanted loudly during this period. Suchefitad persons will be free forever from
being cast into the five Avici Hells for severe minment. They will also have recollection of
their previous lives in their rebirths."

"If males and females write or copy the Kshitigal8utra, or teach others to write it, or to
make his images, or teach others to do so, thigovatluce benefits greater than by the above
described way." Shakyamuni Buddha continued spgakituniversal Bodhisattva, "If you
find persons who chant the Kshitigarbha Sutra, loo Wave even one thought of praise of this



Sutra, or showing respect for him, pray persuadmthy all means to persevere
unremittingly in such work, never looking back. [Tilem they will achieve inconceivable
merits - in the present and in future.

If sentient beings in the future should see visioingevils, spirits or other forms, crying,
sighing or frightening them, they are their fanslia previous lives.

All are in evil realms from which they are unalbesimerge and are begging for benevolent
acts to be done on their behalf in order that thay be relieved of their sufferings."
Shakyamuni Buddha told Universal Bodhisattva, "Béei@ll those who have frightening
visions to chant the Kshitigarbha Sutra before iesagf Buddhas and Bodhisattvas and, if
they cannot do this themselves, they ask someaeda@hkct for them, for three or seven
times. When the deceased relatives have heardghigidgarbha Sutra for a few times, these
deceased ones will find relief and he led to SawafThereafter, the living ones will not
again dream of the deceased relatives.

If there are people of low birth, being servantsibfers and without freedom, please afford
them to understand that they are reaping the seetitad karma from their previous
existences. Tell them to repent and to pay homageshitigarbha Bodhisattva for from one
to seven days, chanting the Bodhisattva's nameefothousand times. The resultant good
merit of these people of low birth will bring thento high births for innumerable births and
they shall never again fall into the evil realms.

If inhabitants of Jambudvipa in future times shailthe advent of newly born children, cause
the parents to chant the Kshitigarbha Sutra anddmse for ten thousand times, then the
newly-born children, whether male or female, wilheeve expiation of the sins of their
previous lives and will live long and happy livéfsall those about to be born into this life
have done meritorious deeds in their previous ercss, their lives here will be even longer
and happier.

Dwellers in the Jambudvipa world who are guiltysath sins in their daily life as killing,
stealing, adultery, lying etc., are advised to ¢thle Kshitigarbha Sutra before images of
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas for ten days within a mauch as the first day, the eighth,
fourteenth, fifteenth, eighteenth, twenty-thirdetwy-fourth, twenty-eighth, twenty-ninth and
thirtieth days, once a day, there will be no surfiigto yojanas of distance, east, west, north
and south. Within the family, everyone, whethernguor old, will not again be born into evil
realms for thousands of years.

If people can chant the Kshitigarbha Sutra allaheve ten "fasting” days of the month, they
will not suffer from sickness and will enjoy evasgmfort in life.

That is why, Universal Bodhisattva, you ought t@wrthat Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva has
such vividly great power and has accomplished sohnoi bring benefit to sentient beings.
Beings in the Jambudvipa world are closely linkethe Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, and that is
why when those people hear his name or see hisdgdse or hear even so much as three
words, five words, one stanza or one sentencesof éaching, will live happily and
contentedly in the present birth, and will be rebimito noble families with pleasant
complexion in the future for millions of rebirths."

At that time, the Universal Bodhisattva, havingitde@hakyamuni Buddha praising
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, knelt with clasped harel®rently and spoke to the Buddha,
saying, "Honoured of the World, | have long notlee inconceivable Infinite powers of
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva and his great vows todgbanefits and happiness to sentient
beings. That is why | inquire about his wonderfolgrs and his activities in following and
spreading the Teachings, which | promise to followd spread by my own efforts. Will the
Honoured of the World graciously tell us the narhths Sutra and indicate to me the ways
and means of propagating this noble teaching?"

Shakyamuni Buddha replied, "This Sutra has threeesaas follows:

Kshitigarbha's Fundamental Vows.



Kshitigarbha's Fundamental Practices.

Kshitigarbha's Fundamental Determination.

Since Kshitigarbha made such great vows kalpas@baong happiness and benefits to
sentient beings, it is the duty of all of you tarhanise yourselves with those vows and to
propagate them." After Universal Bodhisattva heainét Shakyamuni Buddha had said, he
withdrew with clasped hands reverently.

Chapter Seven
Benefiting the Living and the Dead

At that time, Kshitigarbha Maha Bodhisattva saiétakyamuni Buddha "Honoured of the
World, | can see that beings in Jambudvipa havenuitted sins in actions, words and
thoughts. If they have any opportunity to do gabey act with flagging zeal. When
opportunity presents itself for the commission wf deeds, they continue in evil. Such
sentient beings are those walking in a mire wittiMydoads on their backs. The farther they
go, the deeper they sink and the heavier the burden

If they encounter wise persons, they are aideéty dhalf of the load or all.

Owing to the superior energy of the wise, theyamdy are able to give aid, but also to
counsel the erring ones to stand firm, determioeght no more once out of the Slough of
evil, thereafter avoiding all evil ways."

Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva again said to the BuddHanoured of the World The bad habits
of those people often originate in something adisasaa mote; but they gradually increase.
Their parents, family and friends ought to perf@ome benevolence on their behalf when the
erring ones are about to depart from this life.

They can either hang banners bearing sacred taxtsirn oil lamps, or chant the Sutras. Or
they may make offerings before one or more Buddieges, or images of Bodhisattvas. It is
meritorious for the relatives to chant the nameBuwddhas, Bodhisattvas, Pacceka Buddhas
or even to chant one name or one title of the alsaceed ones in front of the dying person
within his or her hearing. Their sins which may athem to be cast into the evil realms for
suffering will be expiated solely because their ifeas are doing these afore-described pious
actions on their behalf.

When dying persons have passed away and theilvedatontinue to perform meritorious
acts on their behalf within forty-nine days immesdig after their death, it is assured that the
departed ones will never be reborn in an evil staséwill go into a Heaven or be reborn to
the human world to enjoy longevity and felicity.€Tliving relatives of the departed one,
because of their pious acts, will themselves rec&igonceivable benefits.

| hope the Honoured of the World, devas, dragosisies, pretas, maharajas, humans and sub-
humans will all endeavour to persuade the dweilledambudvipa not to commit sin by
killing or any other deed of evil, such offeringitig sacrifices to spirits or gods on behalf of
their departed ones.

Why should you not kill ? Because your deed of rfilg blood-sacrifice will not give even
the smallest benefit to the deceased, but willaltincrease their sufferings. Their future
woe will be more severe as the result of this bébed|. If the deceased have done some good
deeds during life that would help them to a heayeglirth, or again as a human, but the evil
acts performed on their behalf by relatives will against their welfare and delay their
progress towards liberation.

If those dying beings have no good deeds to theditand, according to their personal
karma, they merit evil births, why should their faes be so illadvised as to do the sin of
killing on their behalf ? Just as if a person wiaal Isuffered hunger for three days and
travelled from afar carrying a heavy load of mdrart a hundred katis, and some neighbour
suddenly added to the load, the total weight winéldome unbearable.



Honoured of the World, it is visible to me thatrihabitants of Jambudvipa can follow the
Buddha's Doctrines to do good even as the sizehafraa drop of water, a grain of sand, one
dustmote, they, themselves, will get benefits peallg, according to their own Karma."

Just at that time, an honourable elder known ag&hltver of Eloquence, who had attained the
state of never-returned, joined the assemblagéddeconverted beings in the ten quarters of
space. In the form of a transformation with claspadds, he inquired of Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva reverently, "Bodhisattva, if relatividserring deceased beings, whether adult or
juvenile, do pious deeds on their behalf, will greenefit or Salvation come to them?"
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva replied, "My elderly Oneder the supernatural power of the
Shakyamuni Buddha, for the benefit ot all beingthefpresent and the generations yet to
come, may | answer you in brief. Any sentient beiogv and hereafter, who hears the name
of but one Buddha or Bodhisattva, or one PaccelddBa at his dying moment, no matter
whether this being be sinful or virtuous, he sbhalled eventually to Salvation. If anyone,
male or female, fails during his lifetime to do m@nious actions, but lives sinfully, then his
relatives, whether young or old, ought to do goedds$ on his behalf and practise pious
observances for him, after his death. The depaned gain one seventh of the merits of such
good and pious acts, and the remaining six seveabwind to the benefit of the living ones
who practise these acts of piety. That is why bewmfghe present and the future should
practise meritorious deeds during their life-timieen they are still strong and healthy. The
whole merit of offering such good deeds will beiagbd by themselves personally. Time is
transient, and death will come to one at any mom&ithin the forty-nine days after one's
death, one is ignorant of his or her Karma. Duthngperiod of judgement of one's past
deeds, he or she is unable to know what will bectimesequences of the future, and thereby is
extremely worried. If one has done some evil dekaigg one's life-time, one will certainly
be cast into the evil state of suffering. Withie geriod of forty-nine days of one's death, he
or she is expecting one's own children or relatteedo good deeds on his or her behalf, and
thus be relieved of suffering. After the forty-nidays of one's death, one is bound to receive
whatever Karma one should deserve. If one has eaihdeeds during one's life-time, one is
subjected to endure sufferings without any hopeesfdom for thousands of years. One's
Karma is able to induce one to be cast into orteefive Avici Hells, or in one of the great
Hells, and one will continue to suffer for million$ kalpas forever. Again, my elderly One, if
relatives and children of the sinful one make offgs of vegetarian food to the Buddha, as
well as to monks, after his death, such good dedtikelp the sinful to be relieved out of his
suffering. before the meal time of monks, while etagian food is under preparation, no
edible things should be thrown on the floor anaviasted. The living children and relatives of
the deceased should not eat before offering sumth tiw the images of the Buddha and the
Venerable monks. If the living ones are not follovthe above advice earnestly, the
deceased will not be benefited at all. If theydwllthe advice piously and energetically they
will get one-seventh of the merit. That is why, elglerly One, if beings of the Jampudvipa
world can offer vegetarian food, both to the imagethe Buddha and the monks with
respect, not only their deceased parents or rekatnill receive the benefit but they
themselves, the living ones, will also be greadpdfited.”

After what Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva had said, maité and millions of spirits and ghosts who
had assembled at the thirty-three Heavens frondahgpudivipa world decided to follow the
Noble Teachings of Shakyamuni Buddha, (in ordeguidle beings to abstain from bad deeds
and to practise meritorious ones. Then the eldeehgon retreated with full respect.

Chapter Eight
Appreciation of Emperor Yama and His Followers- Fhder of Yamadevaloka and Judge of
the Dead



At that time, Emperor Yama of the Hells came toifeusleaven from Mahachakravala with
an innumerable number of his followers, as listelbw, to pay respect to the Shakyamuni
Buddha-

1. Devil-king who possesses a resolute attitudetds/ithe poisonous group of Evildoers, for
evils committed through actions, words and thoughtsclassed as poison. This King of
devils leads erring beings to abstain from bad sleed to practise a good life by showing
them the poisonous result of committing sins.

2. Devil-king of violent anger. The outer appeamntthis King of devils is frightfully

fierce, but his thoughts are compassionate. Hg toie€onvert stubborn and erring beings
from committing bad deeds by way of being sterhalgh greatly compassionate inwardly.
Thus, he leads the erring to righteousness graduall

3. Devil-king of Quarrels. Love and hatred, gread galousy are the sources of quarrels.
This King of devils shows the harmful result of gets. As a result, he leads the erring to the
happy path of harmony.

4. Devil-king who applies the attitude of a roarirger. Tigers are fierce and harmful
animals. Evil deeds induce people to commit sinsaamful as tigers.

5. Devil-king of Disaster. This King of devils iktrates the misery of being disobedient to
elders and the disastrous result that is to folker. Therefore, he endeavours to lead such
beings to righteousness

6. Devil-king who possesses the power to fly. Tigm§ Yaksas are led to the Path of
Righteousness by this King of devils.

7. Devil-king who possesses a pair of strikinglgottical-form eyes. This King of devils
judges skilfully the right from the wrongs He pumas the wicked with misery, but he
bestows upon the meritorious ones with happiness.

8. Devil-king with Fox-like teeth. Foxes are slyiraals. This King of devils shows the
harmful results of being sly and perseveringly nefe sinful beings to practise good deeds.
9. Devil-king who possesses one thousand Eyes madhousand Hands. This King of devils
seizes every opportunity to convert de-meritoribesgs and to bring happiness and benefit
upon them.

10. Devil-king who swallows fierce animals whichusa harm to people.

11. Devil-king who carries stone and sand to fillaeas and rivers, when necessary, to bring
benefit to people.

[2. Devil-king who brings poverty and sufferinggimners so as to see that they suffer and
repent. But he bestows upon the good treasure @nairfess as soon as they start to practise
benevolent deeds.

13. Devil-king who distributes food to the gooduRdor the wicked, he makes them suffer
hunger.

14. Devil-king who is responsible for punishingmlisers who, though rich, never practise
benevolence.

15. Devil-king who controls wicked animals.

16. Devil-king who controls births of beings as & their length of staying alive.

17. Devil-king who brings sickness to sinners.

18. Devil-king who is in charge of all kinds of dgar

a) To bring danger to sinners for punishment.

b) To relieve the good from danger.

19. Devil-king with three Eyes, four Eyes or fivgds.

20. Devil-king who punishes all devils for crimiredts like theft of property or robbery
during their life-time. But for the good, he hethgem to accomplish all their wishes.

All the above-named great Kings of Devils, togethégh numerous inferior Devil kings,
arrived at Tusita Heaven with Emperor Yama to wigrshe Buddha. These Kings of Devils,
as well as those of the inferior group, have ddferduties to perform, either to punish those



who commit sins, or to bring happiness and benefihose who do good deeds.

It is natural through the ubiquitous supernatumaligrs of the Shakyamuni Buddha, the
Honoured of the World, and the Ksitgiarbha Bodhisathat these Kings could be well
received in Tusita Heaven, and they all assemivledrow respectfully.

Just at that time, the Emperor Yama knelt befoeeBtddha and said, "Honoured of the
World, we are immensely indebted to your superahjpowers and valuable assistance of the
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva to enable all of us tdbee to pay homage and respect at this great
assembly. We are exceedingly happy to be blessiciis golden opportunity to gather here
and to have your valuable advice. May your attentie drawn to a little problem which is
puzzling us ? May | have the honour to requesttgdae kind enough to supply us with a
compassionate explanation ?"

The Buddha then told Emperor Yama, "You are attib® ask any question freely, and |
shall provide you with a proper and detailed answer

Emperor Yama paid full respect to Shakyamuni Buddlivaed with a look at Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva and said, "My Honoured of the Worldsiindeed a wonderful gesture by
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva to venture unremittinghrough various ways and means, to
relieve the beings from the six Directions of r@im@ation. But, | wish to know why beings,
who have just been relieved from punishment, consing again which caused them to be
cast into the state of Suffering once more.

Honoured of the World, since the Kshitigarbha Badlttva is so wonderfully compassionate
towards erring beings, why must they ignore follogvhis way to lead a virtuous life and gain
Salvation forever? If you please, my Buddha, kirfdippish me with the necessary solution.”
The Honoured of the World then told Emperor Yanitais"extremely difficult to control and
convert the erring beings of the Samsara worldrd ieeno doubt that the compassionate
Bodhisattva is striving his utmost to bring errimgings to Salvation through kalpas and
kalpas.

Even though sinful beings have been cast into thatddells for punishment, the Bodhisattva
is trying his best to lead them to live a virtudifes, and to bestow upon them the power of
remembering their past deeds. Because erring befrthe Samsara world are prone to
commit sins, that is why, shortly after they argereed from their sufferings, they will

commit sins again and thus receive punishment orare. It is, in fact, a great pity for the
compassionate Bodhisattva to be working so eagngstiugh kalpas and kalpas to relieve
erring beings from their sufferings. One exampl&bich is:

A man, having lost his way while returning homeyrid himself in the dangerous situation
where the surroundings were full of Yaksas, fieaogmals and poisonous insects. By chance,
he met a wise man who happened to know the waglofiog Yaksas, beasts and insects.
The wise man, upon seeing the danger, asked amyxiéiyy man, why do you come this
way? Do you have any means of controlling thesedianimals?"

Upon hearing such words, the man realised thatdseatvthat moment walking along a
dangerous road. The wise man then caught holdsdidnd and led him out of that dangerous
road by showing him the way to the path of Peacehappiness. Once again, he addressed
the man, "Oh, my man, be wise now and never tieiaddad again as once you get into this
way, it is very difficult for you to get out of &nd you will surely perish within."

The erring man was so grateful and rejoiced atgoleid out of danger.

Before his departure, the wise man again saidng RiVhenever you meet any of your
friends or strangers, either male or female, belht that this road is full of danger. If they
come to this road by mistake, they will lose thiees. Tell them not to be foolish and not
face the danger-unnecessarily."

The compassionate Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva relie@radg beings from their sufferings and
directed them either to Heaven or to the humanduorkenjoy great happiness.

These beings were then made to realise how onesufist according to one's misdeeds, and



how one could enjoy according to one's good actidbhen, they would never again commit
sins and be cast into the Hell anymore. It is \@myilar to one who had lost his way home,
and by mistake found himself on the dangerous raad was finally taken out of danger by a
wise man. He too must remember never to tread suemgerous road again.

Whenever he met a friend or a stranger, he advised not to tread that dangerous path.
When one is free from danger, he should have tsdam of not touching such a risk again.
If one enters such a dangerous path once more stgkei it reveals that he does not have
sufficient understanding, and may lose his or thertherein. It is similar to one being cast
into the evil realms for suffering.

The compassionate Bodhisattva tries his best tbdeangs out of the Hells and directs them
on the way to Salvation, or to be reborn as huneangs. They might be ignorant of the
results of sins and commit evil again; and accgrdinthe Karma, they would be cast into
Hell to suffer without any hope of being released."

At that time, the Devil-king of Poison, the Poisafrevil actions, words and thoughts, said to
the Shakyamuni Buddha respectfully with claspeddleatfHonoured of the World, we
innumerable Kings of devils from every corner of amsara world are either to bring
benefit and happiness to human beings or causegh#erings according to their deeds. We
have travelled to all corners of the Universe, aedare convinced that there are more evil
than good human beings.

We promise you that whenever or wherever we comesa@ male or female in any part of
the world who, though seen practising only a sinadtion of good, or making any kind of
offerings to the images of Buddhas or Bodhisattea®e heard chanting a sentence or poem
of the Sutras, my followers and | shall treat spehsons respectfully, as if we pay homage to
the Buddhas of the present, past and the futuresiWak instruct our followers and the spirits
from different places to protect such virtuous lgsinVe shall never allow any unhappy
occasions, disease or any undesirable events pehapot only to their homes, but also in
places close to their residences."

Shakyamuni Buddha was highly delighted and saickI'Well, since Emperor Yama and
your followers are ready to protect such virtuoass, | shall also instruct the Ruler of
Brahmaloka and the Emperor of the thirty-three Heawo protect you all.”

After the interesting discourse, the Devil-king,aniB in charge of the longevity of people's
lives, rose up from the assembly and spoke to Simakypi Buddha, "My honoured of the
World, it is my duty to be in charge of the longgwf human beings in the human world,
either during their life-time or after their deathis my earnest wish to bring benefit and
happiness to human beings, but | observe with ssdthat many of the human beings do not
realise my intention to relieve them. As a reseNi| ones are not at peace during their life-
time or after their death. When people in this hnwarld are expecting birth of a boy or girl,
they should practise meritorious deeds, for suddgieeds bring benefit and happiness to the
family. My followers and spirits of that place wiibt only protect both the mother and the
newly-born child, but will bestow upon them andithielatives great peace and happiness
joyfully. For this reason, when a child is borratéamily, it is desirable not to kill any
animals as supplement for any tonic to the motbeto invite friends or relatives in the
child's honour by offering or entertaining themiwitine, meat and music. Such ways of
celebrating the birth of a child will never bringppiness to both the mother and the child.
For when a pregnant woman is ready for deliveriyesfchild, there are numerous evil devils
seen by the side of the mother to suck her blood.

In order to safeguard the mother, | usually orterdpirit of that place to come and protect
the mother and child and to bring them peace apgihass. When the mother and child are
at peace after birth, they should make offeringséospirits to express their gratitude for the
protection given. If, instead of offering to therdp, friends and relatives are entertained by
the killing of animals, both the mother and the lyelorn child will suffer punishment.



When a person in this human world is nearing ddathyays try my best to relieve this dying
person, irrespective of whether the being is a gwaelil person, from being cast into the evil
State. If this dying person has been doing goodsidaring his or her life-time, my power of
relieving him or her will be successful.

Even in the case of a person who has done good dieexighout his life, there may be
innumerable evil spirits in the form of their pasirents or relatives to tempt the dying person
to the evil State of suffering. If the dying perdwas done bad deeds during his life, these evil
spirits will no doubt be successful in arrestingntar her to the State of suffering.

Honoured of the World, if people in the Samsaralayaither male or female, be seen
unconscious during their moment of death when tdaynot distinguish the good from the
bad, and at such a moment they will not be abke®or hear, that is the time for the relatives
of this dying person to chant the Sutra and to nudferings to the images of the Buddha, as
well as the Bodhisattva, for these good deedshgilh to drive away the evil spirits. The
Buddha and the Bodhisattva will keep the dying pe@way from the evil State.

Honoured of the World, if all dying persons haveogportunity of hearing only the name of
one Buddha or one Bodhisattva, or the chantinp®Sutra, or even the chanting of one
sentence or one poem of any Sutra, | can assurthgbthese dying persons will be kept
away from the five Avici Hells. If a dying persoascommitted only small evil deeds which
will cause him to be cast into the evil State fonighment, he will be relieved upon hearing
the name of the Buddha or Bodhisattva, or everchiamting of the Sutra.”

Shakyamuni Buddha then told the Devil-king whaniglharge of Birth and Death by saying,
"It is very kind of you to make such a strong vowhwyour Infinite Loving Kindness to

protect human beings, male or female, during tifeirme or after death. | earnestly hope
that you will try your best to carry out your vowtlout any retreat, so that you will be able
to relieve all these erring beings to Salvation tmiring them everlasting happiness."

The Devil-king who is in charge of Birth and Deatid, "Please do not be worried, for | shall
continuously try my utmost to protect the beingth@ Samsara world, both at the moment of
their birth and at the moment of their death, dngtenabling them to be in peace and
happiness. | strongly look forward to the occasidren all human beings will listen to my
words so as to achieve real Salvation and to agaat benefit."

At that time, Shakyamuni Buddha told Kshitigarbh@dBisattva, "This Devil king of Birth

and Death has been a great King of Devils for nthoysands of lives. He. has done his best
to protect human beings at their moment of birtth antheir moment of death. In fact, he is
not a devil, as so supposed to be, but out of cesipa and great Infinite Loving Kindness,
he transformed himself into the form of a devil. Wi#l attain Buddhahood after one hundred
and seventy kalpas by the name of Nirlaksana Buddavill live a long life for countless
and happy kalpas in a world named Purity.

The story of this great King of Devils is beyonatight or description and persons converted
by him are also unaccountable."

Chapter Nine
The Chanting of the Buddha's Name

At that time, Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva said to Sfaakuni Buddha, "Honoured of the World,
let me now declare how human beings in the futuleasquire great benefit and happiness,
during their life-time and at the moment of the#ath. | anticipate you to be congenial
enough to listen to me." Shakyamuni Buddha theclaigd to Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, "It
is because of your compassionate Infinite Lovingdfiess that you long to assert about a
possible tendency of relieving all the erring bsifigm the six States of reincarnation. Of
course, it is the proper time now. Please speakptly, as | am about to enter Nirvana. |
wish to bless you with success in discharging thang vow, so that | shall have no worry



about human beings in the future.”

Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva told the Exalted Buddh#grioured of the World, | name below a
list of Buddhas for your hearing -

1. Ananta, (Immeasurable) Buddha

Innumerable kalpas ago, there was a Buddha byaie of Ananta (Immeasurable) Buddha.
Any male or female, who has a chance of listenindpé name of this Buddha, even only
entertaining a short thought of respect for hinl @nable one to escape forty kalpas of
Suffering from Birth and Death. People will att@finite happiness if he or she makes
images of this Buddha, gives offerings and to adrim.

2. Precious Nature Buddha

Again, innumerable kalpas ago, there was a Budgtiadoname of Precious Nature. Any
male or female, who has a chance of listeningi®oBhddha and creates a thought of respect
towards him, will finally attain Buddhahood.

3. Padmapani Buddha

Again, there was a Buddha by the name of Padmagpaaiof the forms of Avalokitesvara
(Kuan Yin, the Goddess of Mercy) holding a lotusyAnale or female, who has the
opportunity of listening to the name of this Buddtii merit by a rebirth in the six Deva
Lokas (i.e. Heaven of Desire) for one thousandianed be within the bliss of Buddhahood.
4. Simhananda Buddha

Innumerable kalpas ago, there was a Buddha byaime of Simhananda Buddha (a term
designating authoritative or powerful approach)yAmale or female, who is within the
chance of listening to the name of this Buddhataimks of him with deep respect, will
benefit in the meeting of countless Buddhas withrthlessings, by finally attaining
Buddhahood.

5. Krakucchanda Buddha

Again, there was a Buddha by the name of Krakuathétine first of the Buddhas of the
present Bhadrakalpa, the fourth of the seven ah8eddhas ).

Any male or female, who has a chance of listeninpé name of this Buddha, and be of
earnest respect to him by admiring him, will becdvtehabrahmanas at an assembly of one
thousand Buddhas during the Bhadrakalpa. With inigsgrom this Buddha, he or she will
attain Buddhahood later. One can get better nfesiie chants the name of this Buddha
earnestly.

6. Vipasyin Buddha

Again, there was a Buddha by the name of Vipagyiry. male or female who has a chance to
listen to the name of this Buddha, will not be ¢asi the evil State of Sufferings. He or she
will always be reborn in the Heaven, or as humandse to be benefited with great
happiness.

7. Ratnaketu Buddha

Again, innumerable kalpas ago, there was a Budgtiadoname of Ratnaketu Buddha. Any
male or female, who happens to listen to the nantl@oBuddha, will never be cast into the
State of Sufferings, and will always be reborn gaMen to enjoy great bliss.

8. Precious Light Buddha

Again, there was a Buddha by the name of Preciogi#.LAny male or female, who happens
to listen to the name of this Buddha, and to tlufhkim with respect, will become an Arahat
within a short period.

9. Kasaya Buddha

Again, there was a Buddha by the name of Kasayg.nAale or female, who has a chance to
listen to the name of this Buddha, will escape lomedred kalpas of punishment of Birth and
Death.

10. Mahabhijna Jnanadhibhu Buddha

Again, there was a Buddha by the name of Mahabl@ij@@adhibhu . Any male or female,



who has a chance of listening to his name, willehidne opportunity of meeting innumerable
Buddhas to preach to him or her, and finally atBuddhahood. There are also other Buddhas
as in the following:-

. The Buddha by the name of Pure Moonlight.

. The Buddha by the name of King of Mountains.

. The Buddha by the name of King of Purification..

. The Buddha by the name of Victorious Wisdom.

. The Buddha by the name of Accomplishment of \6hsd

. The Buddha by the name of Superiority.

. The Buddha by the name of Wonderful Voice.

. The Buddha by the name of Full Moonlight.

. The Buddha by the name of Moon-like Face as agH great number to be acquainted
with.

Honoured of the World, all beings whether from ileaven or from the human realms, either
male or female, of the present or the future, wdno chant the name of one of the above
Buddhas, will gain immeasurable merit. He or shiéreceive more merit if he or she chants
the names of more Buddhas. Such beings will atgaeat benefit during their life-time, or
even after death. They will never be cast intoaieState of sufferings. If the relatives of the
dying person chant the name of only one Buddhagyirey person will be relieved from the
punishment of his sins (except the punishmentenAbici Hells). The punishment in the
Avici Hells is so great that the sinners who comgnéat sins will find it difficult to escape
from such punishment through millions of kalpas.

If others can chant the names of Buddhas for tivegdyerson, his or her punishment will
gradually be lightened. It is better if the dyingrgon can also chant the names of Buddhas,
for he or she will receive immeasurable happinessavoid countless punishment for
misdeeds committed while alive.”
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Chapter Ten
The Comparison of Merits for Alms-giving

At that time, the Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, under supernatural power of Shakyamuni
Buddha, rose from his seat and knelt down withpgdshands by saying to Him, "Honoured
of the World, | can see that the comparison of tedoir almsgiving differ from each other in
small or great ways. Some receive their rewarafdy one life, some receive their reward
for ten lives, and even some receive great blishdodreds of thousands of lives. | do not
know the reason why it differs in such a great @agl hope that you will graciously explain it
to me." The Shakyamuni Buddha replied, "Now, | kbade you the comparison of merits,
whether great or small. As rewards for the sentieimigs who practise alms-giving in the
Jampudvipa, | tell all who are assembled hereeathity-three Heavens and | hope you will
listen to me carefully." Kshitigarbha Bodhisattaadsto Shakyamuni Buddha, "I'm quite
doubtful about this, and I would like to hear tloenparison of merits for alms-giving."

The Shakyamuni Buddha said, "If kings, nobles, hwable elders, Maha Ksatriyas, Great
Brahmans in Jampudvipa (the Continent situatedeaSouth of Mount Sumeru, comprising
the world we live in), come across people who suffeat poverty, or unreformed beings, if
such people as those mentioned give alms to thesugh great compassion, love and
kindness, smilingly, and give gifts to those poeinigs with their own hands, or through their
representatives, and talk to them in consolinggpsech donors of gifts gain merit as great as
the total number of grains of sands in the GangesrRit is because these donors of gifts are
practising Infinite Love and Kindness even to tbenest and the lowest births and
unreformed beings, that is why for hundreds of Hamdls of lives they receive their well-
earned good merits of the seven jewels of richesyTare well provided for in good food and



clothing in those lives yet to come. Again if king®bles and Brahmans come across
Buddhist images of Buddhas, temples or pagodashiBativas, Arahats, and all Pacceka
Buddhas in the lives to come, if they prepare aj)imgig and offerings, offering them
personally, such generous donors will be reborkirags of the thirty-three Heavens receiving
great bliss for three kalpas. If these donors feartheir merit to the beings of the ten quarters
of space these donors will become Mahabrahma degakangs of the eighteen
Brahmalokas, for ten kalpas continuously. Agaiim ithe future, kings, primeministers,
nobles, honourable elders, Maha Ksatriyas and Baalsmome across Buddhist pagodas and
temples or Buddhist Sutras and images which abadhcondition and with determination for
their repair, or rebuild them, such generous dondrsther they practise alms-giving
themselves or persuading others to do alms-givirdharitable acts, whether they persuade
one person or many hundreds of thousands of peéojpleactise the same charitable acts,
these charitable donors will be reborn as Chaktafmarhundreds of thousands of lives.
Those who have been encouraged and persuaded algdtie donors to practise alms-giving
will be reborn as kings of small countries for hteds of thousands of lives. If, moreover,
they transfer their merit to others in the presesfdbe Buddhas, pagodas or temples, such
great donors of gifts will all attain Buddhahood.

The reward for practising such great merit is belyalh description. If, in the future, kings,
prime-ministers, nobles, when they see aged orfésrisig from disease, women giving birth,
if they have but one momentary thought of sympatitgive them aid, medicines, food and
drink, or bathing, so as to assure them some meas$yreace and happiness, such merits are
inconceivable and donors of these things will alsvbg reborn as a Suddhavasodeva for one
hundred kalpas. After this period, they will be al@ reborn in the Six Deva Lokas (i.e. The
Heavens of Desire) for two hundred kalpas. FinaHgy will attain Buddhahood, but prior to
that, for hundreds and thousands of births, théiynever be reborn as dwellers in evil

realms, or hear any voice of suffering. If kingscofintries or Brahmans in the future can
practise such meritorious deeds, they will recéiwendless blessings. If they transfer their
merits to others, whether great or small merity thél be reborn as cakravatis and finally
attain Buddhahood.

That is why, Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, you shoubtdydur utmost to encourage sentient
beings to practise meritorious deeds by followimgse examples. If virtuous people in the
future will practise meritorious deeds even as tagh hair, or a grain of sand, or a
dustmote, they will receive blessings and benefitch cannot be expressed by examples, as
they will be so great.

If virtuous people of future times meet with imagé8uddha, Bodhisattvas, Pratyeka
Buddhas or Cakravartis and make offerings to they, will also receive numerous
blessings and benefits, and will always be rebdheeas humans or devas, enjoying great
bliss. If such people will transfer their meritstb@ beings of the ten quarters of space, such
donors will get great benefits and blessings beyahstatement by examples.

If virtuous persons of future times comes acrostdanist Sutras or hear only one stanza or
even one sentence of the Sutras and have a fexdéldegp respect for that utterance, or if they
sincerely praise the Sutras, or make offerings §iouhey will receive innumerable merits. If
they will transfer their merits to the beings oé len quarters of space, their blessings are
beyond all words.

If virtuous persons of future times come to new @hidt pagodas, new temples, new
Mahayanist Sutras, and make offerings, paying heméth reverent attitudes of deepest
respect, and if they come across old or destroped,cand make a vow to repair or restore
these structures or shall encourage others toislonritorious work with them, such virtuous
people who respond to this encouragement shalbbeds kings of countries for thirty lives
and the encouraged himself will always be rebora @akravarti, and will preach
Buddhadharma to the kings of countries.



If virtuous people of future times will practiseagbdeeds according to the Buddha's
Teachings, or make offerings for repairing Buddpegodas or temples or mending Buddhist
Sutras, their merit, small as a hair though itdseg dustmote or a grain of sand or a drop of
water, if they will transfer such merits to beiragjghe ten realms of space, such meritorious
persons will receive inconceivably great blissHandreds of thousands of lives. If they will
transfer their merits to their family and relativdeir relatives will receive happiness for
three lives. To give one benefit is to receive hredd of thousands in return. That is why,
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, the merit of alms-giviagf such magnitude.”

Chapter Eleven
Earthly Spirits Protecting the Dharma

At that time, the Spirit of the strong earth sadite Shakyamuni Buddha, "Honoured of the
World. In the past, | have paid homage to innumerbdaha Bodhisattvas who possessed
inconceivable honour and wisdom, and who have abeddoundless sentient beings.
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva made strong and deep \aom@ng these Bodhisattvas.
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva has great relationshiphwhe sentient beings in Jampudvipa. Such
as Manjusri, Samantabhadra Bodhisattvas, Avalokar@sBodhisattva and Maitreya Buddha,
all of whom make hundreds of thousands of transédions to convert the erring beings of
the six Directions of Reincarnation and their vdwase already been achieved. Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva made strong vows, as many as the goasends of the Ganges River, to convert
the sentient beings of the six Directions of Reination. Honoured of the World, | can see
that the sentient beings of the present and fudanemake images of Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva in iron, brass, silver, gold or simgtawings, and enshrine them in cases either
of earth, stone, bamboo or wood and keep the caseseat place in the south of their
residence of purity, and pay homage to the Bodivsatith the deepest reverence and earnest
admiration and make scented offerings, such pieusoms will receive ten kinds of benefits
around their residences. What are the ten kindenéfits? They are as follows:
. Their soil will be rich by producing good harties
. The whole family will be in peace forever.
. All deceased relatives will be born in the hewsve
. All the living relatives will have longevity.
. All of their aspirations will be achieved.
. They will never suffer the danger of flood ané.f
. All bad becomings will be done away with.
. They will never have bad dreams.

. They will be protected by guardians wherevey e
10. They will always come across holy conditions.
Honoured of the World, sentient beings at presedtia the future will receive the same
kinds of benefit if they practise the same kinanarit and offerings at their residences.
Honoured of the World, if sentient beings in thaufe keep the Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva
Sutra or Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva's images in themes or if they also chant the Sutra of
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva or make offerings to Kigjaitbha Bodhisattva, | shall do my very
best to protect such persons day and night alveaysthey will never come across floods,
fires robbery, theft, destructive calamities or attyer disastrous happenings, either big or
small." Shakyamuni Buddha told the Spirit of th@sg earth, "You are powerful and other
spirits cannot be compared to yourself. It is beeaall the sentient beings in the Jampudvipa
are protected by you. Every material, from themgdisand to the most precious jewel, is
produced from the earth through your Infinite posyend you are praising the meritorious
deeds of Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva. Your merits yoar powers are a thousand times greater
than those of other earthly spirits. If sentienhlye of the future make offerings to
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Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, or chant the KshitigarBoahisattva Sutra, or lead a meritorious
life according to the Teachings of Kshitigarbha Bisdttva, you should protect them all with
your supernatural powers and prevent all of themfsuffering, and not even allow them to
come across any unhappy circumstances, or evem silloh unhappy happenings to come to
their ears. They are not only protected by yourdgeslf, but they are also protected by the
devas. By paying homage to the images of KshitigafBodhisattva or chanting the
Kshitigarbha Sutra, they will not only be protectsddivine beings but will be free from the
ocean of sufferings and finally attain Nirvana."

Chapter Twelve
The Benefit through Sight and Hearing

At that time, Shakyamuni Buddha, the Honoured efWorld, was radiating various kinds of
great, blazing, perfectly coloured lights from tivewn of His head. The head controls the
whole body and the crown of the head is the supefithe whole. The Buddha radiated light
from the crown of His head to show to the gathetivad He himself also has the highest
respect for the Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva and hiseSu

After radiating different kinds of lights, the Buudll also produced wonderful sounds. His
intention of showing light and producing sounds weasommunicate to the gathering that
excellent benefit can be obtained from sight aratihg.

The different colours of light revealed to the gathg that sentient beings of different types
might be ignorant in committing sins and be cagd the Hells for punishment, yet they
would have every opportunity and pleasure of beghigved by the Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva
out of their sufferings and also be guided to tathff Righteousness and finally attain
Buddhahood. For light represents transcendentaloms which enlightens beings in every
corner of all universes without any exception.

The Honoured of the World addressed all those wli@\present at the thirty-three Heavens,
praising the Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva for bringingonceivable benefit to devas and human
beings, and telling them how Kshitigarbha Bodhisatiractised meritorious deeds during his
career of following the ten stages leading to Buddtiod -never retreating, but forging ahead
to Nirvana. After what Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva Isaid there was one Maha Bodhisattva
named Avalokitesvara who rose from the seat, kngelown before the Shakyamuni Buddha
with clasped hands, and spoke to Shakyamuni Budsipeectfully, "Honoured of the World,
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva has great compassion otiese beings and practises Infinite
Loving Kindness by having incalculable transforroas to lead sentient beings out of their
sufferings. The meritorious deeds and the Infipdevers of Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva are
beyond description. | heard you, the Honoured efwhorld, and innumerable Buddhas of the
ten quarters of space all praising KshitigarbhalBsattva saying that the merits of
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva are so great that everdBas of the past, present and the future
cannot give the fullest account of them.

You, Honoured of the World, have been so kind gzéonise to tell all who are present here
the profound activities of Kshitigarbha BodhisattWe earnestly hope that you will be kind
enough, for the benefit of the sentient beingefrresent and the future, to describe the
inexpressible benefits and blessings he has cenf@m sentient beings, and thus let every
one in the eight categories know how to pay resfpekshitigarbha Bodhisattva in order to
attain happiness.”

The Shakyamuni Buddha told the Avalokitesvara Bsdtlitva, "You have a close relationship
with the sentient beings of the Samsara world wdrettiey be devas, dragons, males, females,
spirits, devils, and all the erring beings of thecategories of beings who hear your name,
see your image, admire your dignity, praise yowfqund kindness, all of them will proceed
straight to the attainment of Buddhahood withotread. Before they attain Buddhahood, they



will always be reborn as devas or as human beingyiag great bliss. When they have
earned enough merits of good deeds then they we#trBuddhas who will predict their
attainment of Buddhahood. Now, through having agcempassion for the erring beings of
the sentient worlds, you request me to tell youitisenceivable benefit Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva confers on sentient beings. | will @ty do this and hope that you will listen
attentively." Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva replied®?leéase do so, Honoured of the World."
Shakyamuni Buddha told Avalokitesvara BodhisattVéhen the happiness of devas in the
ten quarters of space in the future or past comas end, they have five signs of decay, and
are to be cast into the evil realms. If these dewagn the five signs of decay are approaching
them, will have the opportunity of seeing the imagee, or paying homage to Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva only once, such devas will have inaddsappiness and will never be cast into
the three evil realms forever. If these devas nudfaings to Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva such
as scented flowers, clothing, food and drink, pesijewels, etc., they will receive
innumerable happinesses and benefits in retusenifient beings of the six categories of
beings of the present and the future in differeatlds, hear the name of Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva at their dying stage, they will neverrbborn to the three evil realms forever. If
parents or relatives of the dying person sell BHis belongings, riches, properties, and use
the money to make images of Kshitigarbha Bodhisattven the dying person comes to know
the meritorious deeds done on his behalf, althabghperson should suffer a severe disease
according to his own Karma, but instead he fullyoreers very soon and has longevity. If the
dying person loses his life accordingly to his Karamd should be cast into the evil realms,
due to the meritorious deeds done on his behalbf &iis punishments will be extinguished,
and he will be born as a deva or human being, érgoyreat bliss. If sentient beings of the
present or the future who have lost their paresissers or brothers during their early
childhood and think of their deceased relativeswihey are fully grown, and long to know
where they have been reborn, such grown up persongake images of Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva, hearing then his name, admiring hisgenor paying homage to him from one
day to seven days continuously without any retathbugh the deceased relatives may merit
being cast into the evil realms for kalpas, but ttuthe meritorious deeds practised on their
behalf, they are free from their punishment, antibve reborn either as devas or humans
receiving great bliss. If the deceased relativesuch meritorious persons have already been
reborn as devas or human beings, according toKaema, with great happiness, on account
of what their relatives have practised on theirdbehhey shall receive even greater happiness
and infinite bliss. If such grown up persons canticme to pay respect to the Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva's images continuously, chanting hisenéoninnumerable times for twenty-one
days whole-heartedly, then Kshitigarbha Bodhisattilbappear before them and tell them
the exact places were their deceased relativestiemrereborn. Or, through the supernatural
powers of the Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, they wdltaken by him to the various realms
personally, to see where their former relatives latdey can chant the name of the
Bodhisattva for a thousand times every day, andirmog to do so for one thousand days, the
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva will send forth earthlyrgp to protect them throughout their lives,
and they will enjoy happiness, prosperity and latitgeand will not experience suffering or
sorrow. Neither will they come across unhappineesshall evil enter their homes. Finally,
they will attain Buddhahood. If there are peoplthex male or female, in the future who
desire to relieve sentient beings, to practise @ssipnate deeds, to convert sentient beings
and to possess great wisdom in order to get otltenf suffering of the Trilokas, such
persons, if they see the image of Kshitigarbha Bsadtva, chant the name of Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva, taking refuge in Kshitigarbha Bodhigat making offerings or paying homage
to Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, all their wishes vadl achieved without any obstacle forever. If
the sentient beings of the present and future hmauemerable wishes, or they have the desire
of doing innumerable good deeds, they will be sssfte in all of their aspirations if they pay



respect to Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, praising haking him as their refuge or paying
homage to his image. If such persons long for kgdnibha Bodhisattva to protect them
forever, they will see Kshitigarbha Bodhisattvaheir dreams, to predict that they will be
able to attain Buddhahood. Even if males and fesnal¢éhe future have great faith in the
Mahayana Sutra, and aspire to read and recit&thrs, though they are taught by clever
teachers, they may forget it due to their ignoramoeight about by previous bad Karma; but,
when they hear the name of Kshitigarbha Bodhisait\see his image or likeness and make
various offerings to him and place a cup of puréewan front of him for one day and one
night, then with clasped hands and with deepesireexe, facing South, they may drink the
water with great faith. After drinking the watengly must abstain from all evil deeds and
observe the precepts piously for seven days ortywa@me days. By so doing, these persons
will see the Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva in variousnifestations in the dream state, showing
the Bodhisattva pouring water of wisdom on themdse

Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva will endow these persoith wisdom. Upon awakening, they will
then have sufficient wisdom to understand the Sutraembering every sentence and stanza
forever.

If people in the future suffer from insufficientdd and clothing, unsuccessful in whatever
they wish to do, always attacked by sickness astiisus happenings, and no peace in their
family life, separated from their beloved ones, aely dreadful things in their dreams, or are
met by other calamities that befall them, if suclr@wful beings hear the name of
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, or see his images, onthe name for ten thousands times with
deepest reverence, their unhappiness will disappedually. They will live in peace and
happiness. If virtuous people in the future, duthtar personal business or public affairs, or
any other important functions, have to travel tigfodeep forests, to cross rivers or seas with
strong rapids, or to walk on dangerous paths, pedple, if they chant the name of
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva for ten thousand timesntivherever they go or whatever they do,
they will always be protected by spirits and deaad will have happiness and peace forever.
Even if they come across dangerous animals sutibeas, wolves or lions, they can never do
harm to such virtuous persons.

Shakyamuni Buddha then told Avalokitesvara Bodhwsat The Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva
has a close relationship with the sentient beidigambudvipa. If we want to speak about the
happiness and benefits which Kshitigarbha Bodhiaatbnfers upon sentient beings, it will
take hundreds of thousands of kalpas and still weldvnot be able to cover the full account.
That is why you, Avalokitesvara, through your suyagural powers, should do your utmost to
propagate the Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva Sutra, abgéntient beings in the Samsara world
will have the opportunity to enjoy happiness andaeefor millions of kalpas.”

At that time, the Shakyamuni Buddha spoke agastanzas, "Even if we spoke for kalpas,
we could not describe in detail Kshitigarbha Bodttisa's supernatural powers, which are as
many as the grains of sands in the Ganges Rivem&ehearing, or paying homage to
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, even for a moment of tifauwill bring innumerable benefits to
human beings as well as devas. If human beinggpdsaor spirits are cast into the euvil
realms according to their Karma, they will be exabed from punishment if they take their
refuge in Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva. If people wlawvé lost their parents or beloved ones
during their infancy, and wish to know where thi@ceased relatives have been reborn,
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva will transform himselfantarious manifestations and personally
show them the places where their relatives arejighra they make images of Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva, pay homage to him and continue to tchismame a thousand times a day for
twenty-one days continuously. Even though the dsxbeelatives have been cast into evil
realms, they will be relieved of suffering by Ksg#rbha Bodhisattva. If they continue to
chant and do such virtuous activities, these parsolh receive the opportunity of attaining
Buddhahood.



If people wish to practise the Bodhisattva careel get out of the three worlds of suffering,
they should first pay homage to Kshitigarbha Bodtti@'s image, and all their aspirations
will be achieved, and they will never come acrasg @bstacles. Secondly, if people make a
vow to chant Sutras and lead erring beings to Salvaalthough they make a very good vow,
but owing to their previous Karma they are verygéiful through bad memory, if such
persons make offerings to Kshitigarbha Bodhisastweh as scented flowers, clothing. food
and drink or by placing a cup of pure water on kKghrbha Bodhisattva's altar for one day
and one night and then drink the water after payamd if such persons observe the five
precepts for twenty-one days, remembering or thigkif Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva's name
with deepest reverence, they will attain wisdonerageeing numerous transformations of
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva in their dreams, and retv&mahatever Sutra that comes to their
ears. For hundreds of thousands of births, thelyattdin such wisdom through the
supernatural powers of Kshitigarbha Bodhisattvardly if people suffering from poverty,
sickness, misfortune in the family, separated fbmioved ones, troubled dreams,
unsuccessful in whatever they wish for, if suchspas pay homage to Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva's image, all their undesirable condgiwill disappear. They are protected by
spirits and devas, and will enjoy life with suf@aicy in everything. If people come across
dangerous animals, wicked people, fierce spiritdemils or natural disasters when they travel
in the forests or across the seas, if they pay hen@Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva and make
offerings to him, all of the forenamed disastert be removed."”

Shakyamuni Buddha said to Avalokitesvara, "Listeme. To describe the supernatural
powers of the Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva would takdless kalpas and still | could not be able
to enumerate them all" "People receive great Hlikey hear Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva's
name and pay homage to his image and make offeianigsn. If they transfer their merit to
the beings of the ten quarters of space, theybsillelieved out of the sufferings of birth and
death and finally attain Buddhahood. That is whyal&kitesvara, you must familiarise
people in as many countries as the grains of santie Ganges River with the incalculable
attributes of Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva."

Chapter Thirteen
Shakyamuni Buddha's Instruction to Human Beingsewhs

At that time, Shakyamuni Buddha raised His goldensatouching Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva's head, and said, "Kshitigarbha BoditviaaKshitigarbha Bodhisattva, your
supernatural power, your Infinite Loving Kindnegsur wisdom and your eloquence! (One
could take) millions of kalpas to praise you andrymcomparable activities, yet they can
never give the fullest account. Kshitigarbha Bodtiis, Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, remember
that | am standing in the presence of such a md#itwho have assembled at these thirty-
three Heavens, to declare unto you that you mustliaw any sentient beings to fall into the
evil state of suffering for even one day and omghthiSo much the more, should never allow
them to be cast to the five Avici Hells or the last the deepest of the eight hot Hells where
the culprits suffer, die or instantly return tofeuing without interruption for millions of
kalpas. Sentient beings are prone to evil hahitd,véhen they reform they easily yield to
temptation, backslide and, worst of all, the balitsawill multiply. That is why it is

necessary to have millions and millions of transfations to aid each erring one according to
his own weakness and avoid it, Kshitigarbha Bodhiaal now place the guardianship of all
these beings into your hands. Encourage evenititeedt of good deeds and encourage
beings, either devas or human beings, male or 'smaler to discontinue their efforts to
practise even a small act of good deed. It is yoofound duty, through your supernatural
powers, to protect such beings and help them todugptheir good deeds with no retreat. In
the future, if any beings have Karma that bringsrthnto Hell, and can remember the name



of one Buddha or one Bodhisattva, or one passagsiem one sentence from the Mahayana
Sutra when they reach the gate of the Hell, thHeough your supernatural powers, you
should lead these beings out of their sufferinggvthem your various transformations and
bring them to Salvation to enjoy Supreme BIiss."

At that time, Shakyamuni Buddha spoke in stanZdew'| place in your hands sentient
beings of the present and future, and | exhort pgujour supernatural powers and
obligations, never to allow any sentient beingbkifab any of the evil worlds."

At that time, Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva knelt dowithaclasped hands and spoke to
Shakyamuni Buddha, "Honoured of the world, pleaseat be worried; if any sentient beings
of the future have only one thought of respecttierBuddha's Teachings, | shall endeavour
to the utmost to relieve such people out of théesugs of Birth and Death and lead them to
Salvation by numerous ways and means. If | conketav any persons who practise
meritorious deeds, | shall make a strong effottelp them to proceed to Buddhahood
without falling back."

At that time, one Bodhisattva by the name of Dh&aya Bodhisattva said to Shakyamuni
Buddha, "Honoured of the World, since | have comthis gathering and have heard the
Buddha praising the inconceivable merits of Kshatitha Bodhisattva, please tell me how
many kinds of benefits will accrue to those whorfttba Kshitigarbha Sutra, his name, or pay
homage to his images? | ask this in order thatyt hedp beings in the future." Shakyamuni
Buddha told the Bodhisattva, "Listen to me cargfathd | shall tell you in detail. If virtuous
people of the future see the Kshitigarbha Bodhis&ttimage, hear the Kshitigarbha Sutra,
chant the Kshitigarbha Sutra, make offerings toitigdrbha Bodhisattva, pay homage to
Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, they will get twenty-eiggnds of benefits as under:--

1. They will be protected by devas and dragons.

2. Their ability to do good deeds will increase.

3. Opportunities for doing good will increase.

4. The will to approach Buddhahood will continudaiimgly.

5. Such people will enjoy sufficiency of food ardthing.

6. They will be free from all diseases.

7. They will never suffer from floods or fire

8. They shall not fall victims to robbery and lafgjoods.

9. They will be respected and admired by people.

10. They will be protected and assisted by spand devas.

11. Females shall be reborn as males.

12. The females will become daughters of kingsrastales.

13. They will be reborn with good complexion.

14. They will be reborn in the heavens for mangsiv

15. They will be reborn as kings or rulers of coigst

16. They will have wisdom to recollect their prevsdives.

17. They will be successful in all their aspiragon

18. They will have happy family relations.

10. They will be free from all disastrous happesing

20. They will be free from bad Karma forever.

21. Wherever they go, they shall be safe.

22. They shall always have peaceful dreams.

23. Their deceased relatives will be free from etirfiigs.

24. They will be reborn with happiness.

25. They will be praised by divine beings.

26. They will be intelligent and skilful.

27. They will have compassion for others.

28. They will finally attain Buddhahood.



Again, Dharmakaya Bodhisattva, if devas, dragoasilsl or spirits hear the inconceivable
merits of Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, and praise Kgarbha Bodhisattva, they will attain
seven kinds of benefits as under:
. They can attain the divine stages quickly.
. They will be free from bad Karma.
. They will be protected by Buddhas.
. They will proceed towards Buddhahood withoulirigl back.
. The energy of will to do right will be increased
. They will have the power to recollect past lives

. They will finally attain Buddhahood.
When all these innumerable Buddhas, Maha Bodh&sttlevas, dragons etc, from the ten
guarters of space, had heard Shakyamuni Buddhsimgyahe inconceivable, supernatural
powers of Kshitigarbha Bodhisattva, flowers anccjmes gems were seen falling down from
Heaven as offerings to Shakyamuni Buddha and Kgtltha Bodhisattva. With clasped
hands and deep reverence, they all returned todiei realms.

~Nooah~,wWNER

Postface on the Publication of the Kshitigarbha&ut

The Dharma does not arise haphazardly, but onlwgio accordance with causation. It is
now four years since the establishment of the GeiBuddhist Society of Australia with the
aim of bringing Mahayana Buddhism into the Southidemisphere. During this period, the
work of the propagation of the Dharma has stegutibpceeded without any interruption,

The seven foot portrait and the bronze statueeBilnddha have been installed in the centre
of the Prajna Hall, with the five foot statue oétBodhisattva of Great Compassion (Kuan-
yin) on the right side and the statue of KshitidprBodhisattva on the left side. We now have
a complete set of ritual objects: banners, gredinsweoden fish, etc.

Mrs. A. Howe, wife of the late Mr. S. C. Howe, aaltby businessman of Chefoo, Shantung,
China, is kind, benevolent and charitable, and eva® the president of the Shantung Club of
Australia Ltd, Sydney. She became a Buddhist imolgeage, and now recites the name of
Avolokitesvara Bodhisattva daily and observes ERjtathibitory Precepts once a year.

She is very interested in the Society's propagaifdhe Dharma, and makes donations to the
Society every year. Recently she sent me a chegu®é hundred dollars, in addition to her
donation, stating that this money should be usethimerection of the statue of Kshitigarbha
Bodhisattva. Because the statue of KshitigarbhahBadtva was already erected in 1974 with
the money left over from contributions used to ptivo important Sutras of Pure Land Sect, |
have therefore decided to use her money to prenKghitigarbha Sutra in order to meet her
wish.

It will be distributed free by the Society to conmmarate her seventieth anniversary birthday
of April, 1976.

| should like to express my gratitude to Ven. Chieeof Hong Kong Buddhist Book
Distributor for solving the problem of printing anéithe occasion of the printing of this
Sutra. | feel it appropriate to relate the circuanses connected with this publication.
Sydney, Australia. Y. Y. Liao. B.B. 2520 (A.D. 1976

Transference gatha
Through the merits of circulating this publication,
"l aspire that may all beings be always at easehapgy, free from sufferings and illness;

may none of the evil dharmas practised succeed;ath#lye wholesome actions practised be
quickly accomplished; may all the gates to the ewilrses be closed; and may the right way



to the human, the divine and the Nirvana be opameidshown." (adopted from the chapter of
the Practices and Vows of Samantabhadra of the AMATAKA SUTRA)



